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AMONG THE FIRST to register at the annual convention of the E.E.I. abe: 
this week in New York. A splendid program of discussions of vital ae 
problems confronting the industry, a tour of the utility exhibits at 
the World‘s Fair and other activities drew record-breaking attendance 
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BUT THAT'S NOT ALL... 


OWER and lower 
4 happened to the price of a kilowatt-hour of 


over the vears, that’s what has 


electricity ° 


It is now at the lowest point ever. And its curve has 
been downward consistently, good times and bad. 
And while electricity has been getting cheaper and 
cheaper, its ability to do more things well has grown 
greater and greater. So it is less expensive now when 
we can make greater use of it-—forcibly illustrating 
General Electric’s formula for progress: MORE. 
GOODS FOR MORE PEOPLE AT LESS COST. 
Since 1929, the average cost of electricity tor residential 
service has dropped ¢hirty-three per cent. 

But that’s not the whole story of electricity’s lower 


cost. Actually, there should be two other curves super- 


NEW YORK WORLD’S FAIR—SEE THE G-E ‘‘HOUSE OF MAGIC’’—SAN FRANCISCO EXPOSITION 


GENERAL @ ELECTRIC 


imposed on the one shown above one to represen 
the /ower cost of the devices which use electricity, th 
other to represent their increased efficiency, enabling 
them to do more useful work with the same amount 0! 


electricity. 


So today, current-consuming devices cost /ess to buy, 
use /ess electricity, which also costs /ess. Here is 2 
tremendous accumulation of savings for every usef 

electricity—savings that reflect the progressive manage: 
ment both of those who serve electrical consumers 


and of those who sell electric equipment. 


Therefore, we pay tribute to the electric-service com 
panies, for they have been true partners in. bringing 
to America. MORE GOODS FOR MORE PEOPLE 
AT LESS COST. 








193 


resent 
rv. the 
abling 


yunt ol 


‘oO buy, 
re is 2 
user 

janayt 


sumers 


se com: 
ringing 


EOPLE 


SITION 


Volume 111, Number 23 


Electrical World 











JUNE 10, 1939 





Utilities Seen Capable 
of Meeting Problems 


Leaders at annual convention of the Edison Electric Institute in 
New York sound note of confidence in ability of industry 
to meet attacks successfully and to expand service 


A NOTE of confidence in the ability 
of the electric utility industry to ex- 
pand facilities and increase its serv- 
ices to the public in the face of re- 
attacks and 
abuses was sounded this week in New 
York at the seventh annual conven- 
tion of the Edison Electric Institute. 


The relative stability of the industry 
has been strikingly proved by its rec- 
ord in the past five years, even more 
so in the past calendar year, President 
Charles W. Kellogg told the approxi- 
mately 2,500 delegates to the conven- 
tion. In sounding the keynote of the 
convention, Mr. Kellogg pointed to the 
outstanding accomplishments of the in- 
dustry and the relative stability of 
earnings at a time when the index of 
industrial activity for the country was 
showing a sharp decline. 

The curious spectacle of attack by 
the federal government on the invest- 
ment of its citizens in the electric util- 
ity business continues, Mr. Kellogg said, 
even to the point of spending huge 
sums of money collected from the tax- 
payers to duplicate private investment. 

Mr. Kellogg cited the many govern- 
ment hydro-electric developments which 
were designed to be a socialized ex- 
periment in power production and dis- 
tribution in competition with private 
industry. In the TVA area the private 
companies are being displaced with 
public ownership. The trend of activ- 
ity is being followed in the Pacific 
Northwest and in other sections of the 


peated governmental 


country where the government is spend- 
ing huge sums on power activities, it 
was stated. 

The activities of the PWA in making 
45 per cent gifts and 55 per cent loans 
for power purposes were cited by Mr. 
Kellogg. He said that the activity 
started in 1933. As of May 1, 1939, he 
said, the PWA had on its books a total 
of 477 non-federal allotments involving 
power. The total estimated cost of these 
projects is approximately $281,000,000. 
Only 100 of the 477 allotments are for 


the establishing of new competitive 
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DIORAMA—Delegates to the E.E.I. convention viewing the magnificent exhibit of the 


Consolidated Edison Co. of New York at the World’s Fair. 


municipal plants, and 46 of these com- 
petitive projects are located in the 
states of Alabama, Mississippi, Tennes- 
see and Texas. Of the remaining 54 
competitive projects, seventeen have 
been completed, nineteen are under 
construction or are still active, eight 
are in litigation and ten have been 
turned down by the municipalities con- 
cerned, although they are still carried 
on the PWA records. 

Mr. Kellogg declared that the utili- 
ties are in a position to supply the 
country with adequate power in case of 
war or other emergencies. He traced 
the development of the industry and 
its progressiveness in maintaining ade- 
quate facilities to meet the growing 
public demand for energy. 

Roy Wenzlick, president 
Estate Analysts, Inc., 
tion that “ 


of Real 
told the conven- 
there has always been an in- 
termediate period following every great 
real estate and construction depression 





The “City of Light’ diorama 


shows the part the utility plays in New York activities 
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CEREMONIES—On the speakers’ platform at ceremonies in the Hall of Music at the 
World’s Fair (1. to r.) D. S. Youngholm, vice-president Westinghouse Electric & Manu- 
facturing Co.: Owen D. Young, chairman General Electric Co.; Floyd L. Carlisle, 


chairman Consolidated Edison Co. of New York. 


president Niagara Hudson Power Corp. 


Inc., and Alfred H. Schoellkopf, 
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before we entered the succeeding 
boom.” He said that “sometimes this 
period has been quite long, sometimes 
it has been relatively short. We are 
now in that period. Had we gone di- 
rectly from the depression into a boom, 
it would have been a departure from 
the regular patterns of the past.” 

Mr. Wenzlick said that the United 
States is now in the intermediate period 
between a real estate depression and 
the next boom. He was inclined to be- 
lieve that experimentation with planned 
economy will prolong this period of 
waiting. 


Place for Television 


Prediction that television, in time to 
come, would far surpass anything in 
the present day’s entertainment field 
was made by Lenox R. Lohr, president 
of the National Broadcasting Co. 

“On the basis of what we have 
already learned,” Mr. Lohr said in 
reviewing television’s progress since it 
was launched as a regular service by 
RCA-NBC on April 30, “it is safe to 
say that in time to come the public 
will have paraded before it programs 
of a variety and scope of entertainment 
and education beyond that which any 
other entertainment medium has been 
able to offer.” 

“We cannot say when television will 
be as complete as present-day sound 
broadcasting,” Mr. Lohr said. “Tele- 
vision demands more than the develop- 
ment of satisfactory apparatus. If we 
require that television give us a front 
seat at a Presidential inauguration in 
Washington, that it give us an educa- 
tional service that will bring the 
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world’s greatest teachers to our fire- 
sides, that it raise the curtain on en- 
tirely new forms of entertainment— 
then we must have a television system.” 

There is little likelihood that tele- 
vision will open any severe competition 
with radio in the near future. Mr. Lohr 
said that because of its expense and 
present limits of transmission, television 
will only be available in major cities 
and in a 50-mile area surrounding them 
until further advances are made in the 
new medium. 

Floyd L. Carlisle. chairman of Con- 
solidated Edison Co. of New York, 
speaking on the “Outlook for the Elec- 
tric Utilities,” said that it is dangerous 
for any one to be dogmatic. He de- 
clared that the industry has been one of 





W. K. Vanderpoel, Okonite, and 
R. M. Campbell, Sangamo Electric 
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the few leading industries in the country 
that has increased its output during the 
depression and has shown ability to ad- 
just itself to changing conditions. 


Threat of Competition 


In looking over our own industry, 
Mr. Carlisle stated, the investor is more 
fearful of government competition than 
anything else. There are some people, 
he said, who believe that the public 
utilities are certain to be taken over by 
government. “I do not share this 
view,” he said. “It would require at 
least 15 billion dollars of new govern- 
ment financing, federal, state and mu- 
nicipal, to take over the electric power 
business either by purchase or by dupli- 
cation. Certainly no government that 
believes in the preservation of American 
private economy would attempt this 
program because it would mean such an 
enormous increase in government debt 
that it would affect the market value of 
all existing government bonds, render 
much more difficult future government 
financing, to say nothing of throwing a 
further enormous burden of taxation on 
all other business.” 

H. E. Dexter, vice-president of Cen- 
tral Hudson Gas & Electric Corp., 
pointed to the possibilities still open 
for expansion of the appliance market 
and wider use of electricity in the 
home, on the farm and in industry. He 
said that the real opportunity of the in- 
dustry lies with the farmers and rural 
dwellers with electric service now avail- 
able, and where the industry’s invest- 
ment has already been made. He said 
that in spite of the status of the farm 
income, the rural market has some ex- 
cellent possibilities for the utilities. 


Balanced Load 


George E. Whitwell, vice-president 
Philadelphia Electric, presented dis- 
cussions of balanced load building and 
showed the relationships existing be- 
tween different classes of loads and 
within each load classification. He said 
that a load-building program which 
produces a maximum service economy 
with a definite relationship between the 
loads of the several business classifica- 
tions—residential, commercial and _ in- 
dustrial—and between the major types 
of load within classification can be said 
to be perfectly balanced. “It repre- 
sents a theoretical ideal and, as such. is 
the same for all utility companies.” 

Mr. Whitwell said that more practi- 
cally, for any system, a load-building 
program is adequately balanced if it 
recognizes the many factors involved in 
approaching conditions of maximum 
service economy and of adequate net 
income and is directed to attain the 
closest possible approximation of both. 

An interesting talk was made by 
C. M. Ripley, General Electric, on the 
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kilowatt-hour. He showed the work 
electricity is doing and its small cost in 
doing so much. 

Elmo Roper, distribution consultant, 
New York, expressed his views on 
“What the Customer Thinks of Utili- 
ties.” He said that it is a hopeful sign 
that there is a greatly increased num- 
ber of utility executives who regard the 
public’s views toward utilities as worth 
listening to. He traced public reaction 
to government and industry and the 
growing interest which is being shown 
in the operations of business. 

H. M. Sawyer, vice-president of 
American Gas & Electric. presented a 
case for central-station power. He said 
that there is a tendency on the part of 
the industry as a whole to view with 
some alarm and apprehension the ef- 
fect of present-day isolated plant com- 
petition. He expressed his own reac- 
tion as that the basic facts do not 
justify a pessimistic outlook, and the 
imaginative evils which some view as a 
future possibility need not and prob- 
ably will not obtain. He said that cen- 
tral station service has thrived on com- 
petition of isolated plants. 


Power Supply 


Gen. Charles Keller, director of Pub- 
lic Utility Engineering & Service Corp., 
outlined war procurement and electric 
power. He said that the government 
had organized for the procurement of 
war supplies so as to be prepared in 
time of emergency. He outlined how 
the different boards have been organ- 
ized for supplies. 

“It seems to me,” General Keller 
said, “that it would be unwise to at- 
tempt to decide the localities in which 
war shortages of power will occur and 
their amount and to install the indi- 
cated additional capacity at those places 
before we actually are engaged in 
war.” He was referring to the move- 
ment now under way by the War De- 
partment in its survey of power needs 
of the country. 

Dr. Adam S. Bennion, Utah Power & 
Light, gave an interesting discussion of 
“Human Interdependence” before the 
final session of the convention. 

Thomas N. McCarter, chairman of 
Public Service Corp. of New Jersey, 
was the guest speaker at the luncheon 
of the convention. 


Weadock Resigns 


At the meeting of the trustees the 
resignation of Bernard F. Weadock, 
Vice-president and managing director 
of the Institute, was announced with 
Tegret. Mr. Weadock plans to resume 
the practice of law after a short vaca- 
tion trip. He has served the Institute 
since it was organized in 1933, when, 
as counsel for the public utilities in the 
Federal Trade Commission investiga- 
tion of the industry, he was drafted 
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J. E. Davidson, Nebraska Power, and 
L. R. King, Ilowa-Nebraska Power 





into the position of managing director 
to guide the Institute through its for- 
mative period. For some time Mr. 
Weadock has been anxious to return to 
his profession, and he feels that the 
decision of the board to have a full-time 
salaried president gives him the oppor- 
tunity to withdraw from administrative 
duties and to give all of his time to the 
practice of law, the trustees announced. 

The formal announcement of the 
election of Mr. Kellogg as the first paid 
president of the Institute was also 
made following the meeting of the 
trustees. ‘ 

Major Howard S. Bennion, who has 
been assistant managing director, was 
elected managing director to fill the 
vacancy created by the resignation of 


Mr. Weadock. 


Trustees to serve three-year terms were 
reelected and included: James B. Black, 
Pacific Gas & Electric Co.; James F. Fo- 


garty, North American Co.; C. W. Kel- 
logg, Engineers Public Service Co.; B. W. 
Lynch, Standard Gas & Electric Co.; A. 
C. Marshall, Detroit Edison Co.; Thomas 
N. McCarter, Public Service Electric & 
Gas Co.; H. Hobart Porter, American 
Water Works & Electric Co., Inc.; Herbert 
A. Wagner, Consolidated Gas, Electric 
Light & Power Co. of Baltimore; Wen- 
dell L. Willkie, Commonwealth & Southern 
Corp. . 

Vice-presidents re-elected were: Paul M. 
Downing, Pacific Gas & Electric Co.; 
A. H. Kehoe, Consolidated Edison Co. of 
New York; J. E. Davidson, Nebraska 
Power Co., and W. E. Mitchell, Georgia 
Power Co. 

F. H. Nickerson, Consolidated Edison 
Co. of New York, was re-elected treas- 
urer. 


Mae B. Woods was 
tary. 


re-elected secre- 


Award of Prizes 


One of the highlights of the con- 
vention was the award of prizes by 
Horace P. Liversidge, president of 
Philadelphia Electric and chairman of 
the prize awards committee. 

In presenting the coveted Charles A. 
Coffin award, established by General 
Electric Co. in 1922 as a tribute to the 
late Charles A. Coffin, founder of G.E., 
to S. B. Way, president of Wisconsin 
Electric Power Co., Mr. Liversidge said 
the company has made “distinguished 
contributions to the technical develop- 
ment of the electric utility industry in 
efficiency, power generation and in 
power sales to the public.” 

In 1938 Wisconsin Electric Power’s 
combined generating plants produced 
electric energy at the remarkably low 
yearly average of 13,677 B.t.u.s per 
kilowatt-hour. and the yearly average 
for its low cost Port Washington gen- 
erating station was only 10,788 B.t.u.s 
per kilowatt-hour, a world’s record for 
this class of station. 

Mr. Liversidge pointed out that the 





Wisconsin Electric Power Co. 
Wins the Charles A. Coffin Medal 





The most coveted trophy of the electric utility industry, awarded to the company 
making outstanding contributions during the year 
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efficiency in handling customers’ ac- 
counts, from meter reading to collect- 
ing, has enabled Wisconsin Electric 
Power to reduce the cost per bill to a 
remarkably low level. The company’s 
record in the sale of power for in- 
dustrial, commercial, domestic and 
rural purposes is outstanding, he said. 
“It has achieved most effective and 
satisfactory cooperation with dealers in 
electrical merchandise.” 


Good Public Relations 


It was pointed out by Mr. Liversidge 
that the Wisconsin utility had estab- 
lished good relations with the public, 
had built up good employee relations 
and placed them on a sound basis. “It 
has achieved an excellent safety record 
with no fatal accidents in a period of 
five years.” The refinancing and re- 
organization of the Wisconsin utility 
has placed it in a strong financial posi- 
tion and materially reduced its fixed 
charges, Mr. Liversidge said. 

The committee of judges, which in- 
cluded Dr. Karl T. Compton, president 
of Massachusetts Institute of Tech- 
nology; A. C. Marshall, vice-president 
and general manager of Detroit Edison, 
and Mr. Liversidge, was unanimous in 
awarding the 1938 medal to Wisconsin 
Electric Power. 


Wins Council Prize 


W. Marshal Dale, president of the 
Indiana Service Corp., received the sil- 
ver trophy from A. E. Julian of the 
National Electric Water Heating Coun- 
cil. The Indiana utility at Fort Wayne 
was the winner of the trophy and a 
cash award of $1,000 to individuals 
of the company responsible for the 
accomplishment of the greatest con- 
tribution to the development of the do- 
mestic water heating load during 1938. 

The Woburn division of the trans- 
mission and distribution department of 
the Boston Edison Co., comprising 37 
men under the leadership of G. C. 
McNeill, head of the division, received 
the Matthews Valor Award in recogni- 
tion of its achievement in restoring 
ppervice under extraordinary handicaps 
and danger during the New England 
hurricane, in September, 1938. 

Since the convention last year the 
prize awards committee of Willis Mac- 
Lachlan, chairman, W. R. Smith and 
C. R. Beardsley and Miss M. B. Woods, 
secretary, awarded thirteen Edison 
Electric Institute’ medals in recogni- 
tion of successful resuscitation by the 
prone-pressure method of individuals 
suffering from electric shock. This 
brings the total number of such medals 
to 80 since it was established in Janu- 
ary, 1933. 

The B. C. Forbes first prize went to 
A. W. Conover, vice-president of Cen- 


tral Ohio Light & Power Co. Honor- 
able mention was awarded to B. J. 
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A. H. Kehoe, Consolidated Edison of New 
York and Charles E. Stephens, Westing- 
house Electric & Manufacturing Co. 





George, Kansas City Power & Light, 
and Leonard Lathrop, Jersey Central 
Power & Light. 

Buffalo, Niagara & Eastern Power 
Corp. received the first prize of the 
Augustus D. Curtis Awards, with How- 
ard Sharp winning the $300 cash prize. 
Second’ prize went to Georgia Power 
and $200 in cash to Howard L. McKin- 
ley. Third prize went to Carolina 
Power & Light and $100 in cash to S. 
H. Johnson. 


Wins McGraw Award 
A. H. Kidder and F. R. Ford; Phil- 


adelphia Electric, were the joint win- 
ners of the James H. McGraw prize of 
$250. Second prize winners were H. 
H. Johnson and M. S. Umbenhauer, 
Consolidated Edison of New York, 
while third prize went to St. George T. 
Arnold, Boston Edison. 

Winners of the R. B. Marshall award 
included K. F. DeLate, Idaho Power; 
Denson L. Satterfield, Alabama Power; 
Charles A. Primeau, Wisconsin Elec- 
tric Power, and Robert J. Burgh, De- 
troit Edison. 

Admiration and enthusiasm were ex- 
pressed by the convention delegates 
over the magnificent exhibits of the 
utilities at the World’s Fair. The cere- 
monies were opened in the Music Hall, 
with James E. Davidson, president of 
Nebraska Power and vice-president of 





Extracts of Papers 


Extracts of papers delivered by 
speakers at the annual convention of 
the Edion Electric Institute this week 
in New York will appear in the June 
17 issue of ELECTRICAL WORLD. 
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the Institute, presiding. Grover Whalen, 
president of the fair, welcomed the 
utility representatives and told otf the 
importance of the many exhibits pre- 
sented at the fair as indicative of the 
progress already made and which is to 
come in this country. 


Leaders Speak 


Prominent leaders in the industry, 
including Floyd L. Carlisle, Owen D, 
Young, chairman of General Electric; 
Alfred H. Schoellkopf, president of 
Niagara Hudson Power Corp. and pres- 
ident of the Electric Utilities Exhibit 
Corp., responsible for the design and 
construction of the exhibit; D. S. 
Youngholm, vice-president of Westing- 
house Electric & Manufacturing Co., 
and Judge Charles Appleton, vice-pres- 
ident of General Electric Co., spoke. 

Mr. Carlisle described the splendid 
exhibit of his company, placing partic- 
ular emphasis on the “City of Light.” 
He explained that “this magnificent 
diorama was conceived to give those 
who see it an understanding of the 
part which electric service plays in the 
development and activity of the mod- 
ern city.” He said that while all activi- 
ties in the exhibit may not apply to 
every community, they nevertheless in- 
dicate potentialities for the future and 
the innumerable facilities available 
wherever there is electric utility service. 

Mr. Young outlined the general fea- 
tures of the General Electric exhibit 
and explained its purpose. He summed 
up briefly the benefits which the people 
of the nation have obtained through the 
union of science and industry and ex- 
pressed the belief that progress here- 
tofore is as nothing as compared to the 
progress that is ahead. Mr. Young said 
that Judge Appleton was responsible 
for the exhibit. 


Points to Research 


Judge Appleton expanded further on 
the General Electric exhibit and pointed 
to the research necessary to make the 
electrical exhibits at the fair possible. 

“Every light burning at the fair 
grounds stands for sixty years of cou- 
rageous research,” he said. “Every mo- 
tor that turns has behind it the vision 
and brains of thousands of men, many 
of whom you and I know intimately.” 

Mr. Youngholm stressed _particu- 
larly the part which electricity played 
throughout the World’s Fair, especially 
in providing modern lighting effects, 
which were made possible through the 
application of the latest scientific 
knowledge in these fields. 

In the Westinghouse exhibit, he de- 
clared, a_ significant contribution of 
his company is the Junior Hall of Sci- 
ence, where boys and girls of high 
school age are given an opportunity to 
work in a real laboratory. The aspira- 
tion and possibilities of these young 
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members of the Science and Engineer- 
ing Clubs of the American Institute, 
Mr. Youngholm said, “provide the 
solid foundation on which we base our 
hopes for a better life and a better 
world.” 

Mr. Schoellkopf described to the 
utility delegates the “Forward March 
of America” exhibit of the utilities, 
with its “Street of Yesterday” and 
“Avenue of Today,” and the electrified 
farm, also sponsored by the organiza- 
tion. He said that the exhibits were 


- designed to demonstrate the part played 


by electricity in the country’s develop- 
ment through the past fifty years. The 
displays were for a striking compari- 
son which is giving the public a new 
outlook on the accomplishments of the 
electric utility companies. 


Edison Left Heritage 


Mr. Schoellkopf pointed out that the 
late Thomas A. Edison had left the in- 
dustry a great heritage and steward- 
ship and that the industry was proud 
of them. He said that the industry 
was “founded on individual initiative 
and the responsibility to bring about 
the fullest possible development of 
electricity in the public service.” 

Under the giant transmission tower 
at the entrance of the exhibit Mr. 
Schoellkopf dedicated the work of the 
utilities to the public service. “Here, 
in the forecourt of our exhibit, we who 
are privileged to have a part in the in- 
dustry dedicate this exhibit to public 
service and to the continued contribu- 
tion of this great electrified industry to 
the Forward March of America.” 

Following the ceremonies, the dele- 
gates were taken on a guided tour of 
the exhibits of the utilities. 


Committee Meetings 


Preceding the official opening of the 
convention committee meetings were 
held on Monday. Several major topics 
found their way into discussion by the 
rate research, sales, plan, operating 
and executive committee of the Better 
Light-Better Sight Bureau. 

A movement for a drive to improve 
electrical wiring was discussed. The 
committee considered proposed changes 
in the National Electrical Code which 
would embody new and _ improved 
methods of wiring buildings at reduced 
costs. The program would stimulate 
business for the wire and cable industry 
and would serve to increase residential 
and small commercial power loads. 

lt was also proposed to seek a reduc- 
tion in insurance rates because of the 
Present safety standards and efficiency 
of operation. Utility insurance rates 
have been the source of much discus- 
sion in the past and efforts made in 
*peration and safety standards to 
Justify a reduction in annual charges. 
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The Institute’s committee on depreci- 
ation accounting recommended that a 
group headed by C. E. Kohlhepp of 
Wisconsin Public Service Co. and H. C. 
Davidson of Consolidated Edison Co. 
of New York survey depreciation prac- 
tices of the electric utility industry. 


Survey as Guide 


It was stated that the purpose of the 
survey is to guide utility companies in 
confronting demands on the part of 
regulatory bodies and public ownership 
“blocs” for “straight-line” depreciation 
charges. Recently the Securities and 
Exchange Commission undertook an 
investigation of depreciation practices 
by utilities petitioning the SEC for sale 
of security issues and in filing of in- 
tegation plans under the utility act. 
The New York State Public Service 
Commission and some of the other state 
regulatory bodies have expressed views 
on the “straight-line” methods of de- 


preciation which have not met with 
wide approval of the industry. 

Another important matter discussed 
in committee meeting was radio inter- 
ference caused by some types of elec- 
trical appliances. 

A campaign is soon to be launched 
to demonstrate to the farmer the profit- 
ableness of wide use of electricity on 
the farm. The committee was of the 
opinion that it should be demonstrated 
to the farmer that the application of 
electricity in the many operations of a 
farm will lower operating costs and 
make tasks easier. This is a revision of 
the present method of selling the 
farmer on the idea of merely electrify- 
ing his farm and the opportunities 
open for use of electrical appliances. 
It was held that the new campaign 
would greatly increase the rural power 
load and stimulate sales of farm elec- 
trical equipment and household ap- 
pliances. 





Edison Electric Institute Awards 


Charles A. Coffin Medal 
Wisconsin Electric Power Company 
for “a distinguished contribution to the 
development of electric light and power 


for the convenience of the public and 
the benefit of the industry.” 


Augustus D. Curtis Awards 


Buffalo, Niagara & Eastern Power Corp., 
Howard Sharp. 


Georgia Power Company, 
Koward L. McKinley. 


Carolina Power & Light Co., S. H. Johnson. 


for “the greatest contributions to the 
advancement of artificial illumination 
of interiors or exteriors of commercial 
and public buildings.” 


B. C. Forbes Prize 
A. W. Conover, Vice-President 
Central Ohio Light & Power Co. 


for “the most meritorious paper deal- 
ing with the subject of public relations 
in the electric light and power 
industry.” 


R. B. Marshall Awards 


K. F. DeLate, 
Idaho Power Co., Pocatello 


Denson L. Satterfield, 
Alabama Power Co., Tuscaloosa 


Charles A. Primeau, 
Wisconsin Electric Power Co., Milwaukee 


Robert J. Burgh, 
Detroit Edison Co., Detroit 


for “sales achievements in electric 


range sales during 1938.” 


Matthews Valor Award 


Boston Edison Company, Woburn Division 
of the transmission and distribution de- 
partment, crew of 37 men under leader- 
ship of G. C. McNeill, division head. 


for “achievement in restoring service 
under extraordinary handicaps and 
danger during the New England hurri- 
cane in September, 1938.” 


National Electric Water Heating 
Council Award 


Indiana Service Corp., Fort Wayne. 


for “the greatest contribution to the 
development of the domestic electric 
water heating load.” 


James H. McGraw Prizes 
A. H. Kidder and F. R. Ford, 
Philadelphia Electric Co. 


“Increased Loading of Apparatus and 
Lines Permits Practical Economics.” 


H. H. Johnson and M. S. Umbenhauer 
Consolidated Edison Co. of New York, Inc. 


“An Effective Load-Dividing Device— 
Makes Economic Division of Power 
Generation Simple, Rapid and Eco- 
nomical.” 


St. George T. Arnold, 
Boston Edison Co. 


“Some Principles and Practices of 
Modern Distribution Design—Suburban 
Load Densities.” 


for “the three most meritorious papers 
on any engineering or technical sub- 
ject relating to the electric light and 
power industry.” 
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Job of Industry Seen 
as One to Aid Customers 


Hitchner tells Pacific Coast Electrical Association that its work is not 
to offer cures for nation’s ills — Weadock shows obstacles 
utilities have overcome — Glosser elected new president 


Emphasizing that the electrical indus- 
try’s job is not to offer cures for the 
nation’s assorted ills, A. E. Hitchner, 
president of the Pacific Coast Electrical 
Association, told the recent convention 
in Pasadena that its work is to advance 
the interests of its own customers. 

Mr. Hitchner struck a note of realism 
and addressed his remarks particularly 
to the younger men, who, he said, must 
undertake a great portion of this work. 


Record Attendance 


The annual convention, the largest in 
the history of the association, assembled 
703 delegates. The meeting concluded a 
year during which group meetings 
throughout California gave 2,200 per- 
sons the opportunity to participate di- 
rectly in the association’s work. The con- 
vention discussed electricity’s role in the 
industrial development of the West. 

Nationally prominent speakers ad- 
dressed the delegates. N. G. Symonds, 
vice-president of Westinghouse, pointed 
out how utility-manufacturere co-opera- 
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tion had enabled the industry to accele- 
rate its great progress and identified the 
30 per cent of all homes now served at 
a loss as one of the common problems 
to be tackled at once. 

B. F. Weadock, vice-president and 
managing director of Edison Electric 
Institute, tersely presented a wealth of 
statistical evidence as to the obstacles 
the industry has overcome. He pointed 
out, as an instance, that the industry’s 
taxes have risen to a million dollars a 
day. Obstacles already conquered, he 
implied, point to continuing capacity 
for progress. 

E. O. Shreve, vice-president of Gen- 
eral Electric, summarized electricity’s 
service to industry at large, demonstrat- 
ing how the price of finished products 
has been thus reduced. Example: Price 
of aluminum has dropped from $8 to 20 
cents per pound through electrolytic re- 
fining. 

In a variety of engineering discus- 
sions, two stood out. For a year a com- 
mittee, headed by F. R. George, Pacific 
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Gas & Electric Co., has been studying 
occupational segregation. Its report de. 
tails factors, except wages, which bear 
on job classification. It then tabulates 
training programs which are in effect. 
Great divergences in both practices and 
effectiveness were reported. A study on 
grounding the neutrals of rotating 
equipment included the recommenda- 
tion that wye-connected machines have 
the neutral lifted and ground detectors 
installed. 

New this year was a more widespread 
co-operation of Western electrical 
groups evidenced by the official partici- 
pation of representatives from the 
Northwest Electric Light and Power 
Association and the Rocky Mountain 
Electrical League. 

Among the variety of speakers, each 
with a significant message, were: 
George W. Malone, manager of Indus- 
trial West, on Western industrial de- 
velopment; Col. L. H. Stanford, 9th 
Corps Area, U. S. Army, on the part 
played by Western utilities in air de- 
fense of the Pacific Coast; Dr. Irving P. 
Crick, California Institute of Technol- 
ogy, on weather forecasting as applied 
to industry. 

Elected president for the year to come 
was Wallace W. Glosser, vice-president 
of Hubbard & Co., Emeryville, Calif. 


Starts $100,000 Program 


The Public Service Co. of Indiana 
has begun a $100,000 program of re- 
habilitation of electric equipment in 
the New Castle, Ind., area. Officials 
said the entire distribution system 
would be reorganized and voltage in- 


creased from 2.300 to 4,000. 
ATE SRB AON AOAC S MEER 


PACIFIC COAST MEET—Bernard F. 
Weadock, E. E. I. (left), addressing the 
luncheon meeting. Below, 1. to. r.—O. R. 
Doen, P. G. & E.: David DeBard, Stone & 
Webster, and J. W. Coons, P. G. & E.: 
George Lewis, R. M. E. L.; A. E. Hitchner, 
P. C. E. A., and Leroy A. Grettum, N. W. 
E. L. & P.; R. M. Alvord, G. E.; A. E 
Wishon, P. G. & E., and O. E. Shreve, 
G. E. 
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Utilities Show Expansion 
of Plants and Services 


Annual statistical bulletin of Edison Electric Institute reports rise in 
power use by three classes of customers—Kellogg says gains were 


made in spite of great decline in general business in 1938 


Continued expansion of electric serv- 
ice in spite of the great decline in gen- 
eral business activity during 1938 is 
emphasized by the Edison Electric In- 
stitute in its annual statistical bulletin, 
released by President Charles W. 
Kellogg. 

Mr. Kellogg pointed out that “the 
most significant aspect of the year’s 
operations was the further increase in 
the use of energy by residential, farm 
and small commercial customers.” 

This growth, it was stated, occurred 
during a year when the general level of 
business was below that of 1937. It 
is further evidence of the results 
achicved by the continuing efforts of 
the utility companies, in co-operation 
with appliance dealers, in buildinz up 
load and of the growing recognition by 
customers of the value and cheapness 
of electric service in the home, on the 
farm and in small commercial estab- 
lishments, it was stated. 

“The marked change which has taken 
place in the last thirteen years in the 
proportion of the total energy used by 
different classes of customers is empha- 
sized by the fact that, in 1938, 17 per 
cent of the electric energy distributed 
was for residential use, as compared 
with only 9.7 per cent in 1926,” the bul- 
letin states. Small commercial cus- 
tomers consumed 16 per cent of the 
total energy distributed in 1938, against 
13.5 per cent in 1926, and large light 
and power customers took only 40.4 per 
cent, against 46.2 per cent in 1926. 


Stability of Industry 


It was stated that the growth in the 
use of electricity by residential, farm 
and small commercial customers has in- 
creased the stability of the industry 
over the last 13 years and is evidence 
of the more general acceptance of elec- 
tricity by these customer groups. 

The decline in power output during 
1938 was wholly confined to that pro- 
duced by steam. Including purchases 
from Boulder Dam and other sources, 
production by water power totaled ap- 
proximately 44,750,000,000 kw.-hr., as 
against 44,388,000,000 in 1937. Pro- 
duction by steam decreased 7.3 per cent 
from 74,206,000,000 kw.-hr. in 1937 to 
68.765,500,000 kw.-hr. in 1938. Sales 


.to ultimate consumers totaled 93,894.- 


000,000 kw.-hr., 4 decrease of 5.6 per 
cent from 1937. 
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At the close of 1938 the electric 
utility industry was serving 27,851,471 
customers of all classes, an increase of 
687,484, or 2.5 per cent over 1937. 
Farm customers totaled 1.406.579, an 
increase of 165,074 during the year. 
Revenues received from sales of elec- 
tricity to all customers totaled $2,168.- 
495,200, a decline of $12.292.400 from 
1937. 


Spent $482,000,000 


The bulletin stated that during 1938 
the industry spent approximately $482,- 
000,000 for new construction and mod- 
ernization of plants, the largest sum 
spent since 1931. 

It was stated that 1938 was marked 
by a slowing up in the record sales of 
appliances established during 1937. 
This decrease, however, did not reflect 
the continued vigor which has accom- 
panied the several promotional pro- 
grams initiated in the past four years 
by committees and bureaus of the elec- 
trical industry. 


Builds New Power Line 


Construction of a power transmission 
line from Natchez, Miss., to Amite, La., 
at a cost of approximately $500,000 was 
started recently by the Louisiana Power 


& Light Co., William T. Hess, chief en- 
gineer, has announced. The new line 
will be an expansion of existing circuits 
bringing in energy from north and 
south for parishes of southeastern Lou- 
isiana. Mr. Hess reports that the com- 
pany added 800 new customers during 
the past year through new lines and 950 
were added to existing lines, giving the 
company a total of 13,500 rural cus- 
tomers and a total of 43,600 of all 
classes. 
* 
-— 

Florida Utility Booth 

a Hit at County Fair 


Faced with the task of preparing a 
booth for the annual fair held in con- 
nection with the Sara De Sota pageant, 
Florida Power & Light Co. officials in 
Sarasota, where Ray E. Jackson is local 
manager, decided to do something dif- 
ferent. It was decided that a display 
of electric appliances such as had been 
exhibited in other years could be im- 
proved upon and more interest aroused, 
but something different was desired. 

A short high-voltage line pole was set 
up in the exhibit tent and short lengths 
of wire, regular insulators, telephone 
crossarms, transformer, secondary and 
other equipment were installed, each 
with cards describing its name and 
function. On two tables in the booth 
were placed pole line -hardware, con- 
nectors and fuses in one group. On 
another was mounted short lengths of 
wire and cable. 

The exhibit was a great success, ac- 
cording to B. E. Clark, advertising man- 
ager, and the public reaction was that 
there was more to operating a utility 
than just hanging a meter on the house 
and making monthly collections. 





UNUSUAL EXHIBIT—Florida Power & Light staged a successful exhibit in a tent at 
the county fair at Sarasota, Fla., with this unusual display of a pole line with trans- 
former and other hardware which were carefully labeled 
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NEW UNIT—The new 25,000-kw. Allis-Chalmers turbo-generator which was recently 
placed in service in the East Peoria plant of Central Illinois Light Co. The plant is 
to be further expanded with a new 35,000-kw. unit 





National Power Acts 
to Reduce Bond Debt 


National Power & Light Co. has been 
able to retire $6,528,000 of its 6 per 
cent and 5 per cent debentures through 
the use of funds obtained from the 
sale of utility properties in the Ten- 
nessee Valley area to the TVA and 
allied municipalities, Paul B. Sawyer, 
president, told stockholders at the an- 
nual meeting last week. 

Mr. Sawyer said that there is no 
immediate prospect for further reduc- 
tion of the parent company debt. 

Commenting on the sale of proper- 
ties, Mr. Sawyer said that gross reve- 
nue of the National Power system had 
been reduced about $13,500,000 annu- 
ally. Present gross of the system is 
about $84,000,000 annually. It was 
felt by Mr. Sawyer that business of 
the other subsidiaries in the system 


would grow sufficiently to offset this 


reduction “to a great extent.” 

There are signs that governmental 
authorities operating power properties 
in competition with private utilities 
are more co-operative in arranging for 
co-ordination of operations through ex- 
change of surplus electricity, Mr. Saw- 
yer said. National Power & Light had 
experienced co-operative relations in 
operating the Houston Lighting & 
Power Co. in connection with the Lower 
Colorado River Authority. Carolina 
Power & Light now exchanges power 
with the TVA in order to stabilize 
production with demand. 

National Power & Light stockhold- 
ers approved the sale of Memphis 
Power & Light to the city of Memphis 
and the TVA. The deal is expected to 


be consummated in the near future. 
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This will then mark the complete with- 
drawal of National Power & Light 
from Tennessee. 


Adopt Norris Rider; 
Willkie Testifies 


Wendell L. Willkie reiterated this 
week his hope that Congress would 
sanction purchase by the Tennessee 
Valley Authority of the properties of 
the Tennessee Electric Power Co. 
“We have,” Mr. Willkie said before a 
House Military Affairs subcommittee, 
“no information to present to this com- 
mittee concerning required funds for 
additional purchases by the TVA be- 
yond the $51,000,000 required to com- 
plete the two above transactions with 
us. 

Mr. Willkie urged Congress to pass 
all legislation required to authorize the 
purchase of Tennessee Electric Power’s 
property and: the. proposed purchase of 
property in north Alabama and Missis- 
sippi. “It is our judgment,” he said, 
“that if these transactions are not com- 
pleted great loss will be suffered by 
security holders of these companies.” 
He declared that PWA had loaned mil- 
lions of dollars to municipalities with 
which to “duplicate our distribution 
systems” and that “it was because we 
know of no other solution that we con- 
tracted to sell these properties.” 

After extended debate the Senate 
has adopted the Norris Amendment to 
the Second Liberty Loan Act as 
amended. This attaches the Norris 
TVA amendment to the above financing 
bill as a rider in an effort to get House 
action on the latter bill without ap- 
proval of the House Military Affairs 
Committee. 


ELECTRICAL WORLD + June 





Illinois Utility Plans 
New 35,000-Kw. Unit 


Preparations are now being pre- 
pared by the Central Illinois Light Co. 
for the installation of a 35,000-kw. 
turbo-generator in its East Peoria 
plant to be completed in 1941, accord- 
ing to R. S. Wallace, president. 

The company recently completed and 
put into service an additional 25,000- 
kw. turbo-generator at the plant. L. FE. 
Brown, general superintendent, stated 
that the initial installation at the East 
Peoria plant was completed in 1925 
and consisted of two 23,200-kw. turbo- 
generators and pulverized fuel-fired 
boilers burning Illinois strip mine coal. 

The initial installation operates at 
400 lb. pressure and 750 deg. tem- 
perature. The new installation operates 
at 800 lb. and 850 deg. 

Mr. Brown said that the new instal- 
lation consists of a 25,000-kw., 3,600- 
r.p.m. Allis-Chalmers steam turbo-gen- 
erator with a Worthington condenser, 
a single pulverized coal-fired steam 
generating unit capable of delivering 
300,000 lb. of steam per hour and 
Foster-Wheeler pulverizers and Pea- 
body burners. The two pulverizers are 
each capable of handling 32,000 lb. 
of Illinois strip mine coal per hour. 
Moisture in the coal runs about 15 
per cent. 

The new unit is housed in an exten- 
sion to the original building, no radical 
changes being made in the original 
coal-handling arrangements, and as the 
plant is located right on the Illinois 
River, no unusual condensing water 
problems needed consideration. 


Renew Utility Franchise 


Voters of Maquoketa, Iowa, have ap- 
proved by a vote of 1,124 to 547 a re- 
newal of a twenty-year franhise to the 
Iowa Electric Co. of Cedar Rapids, 
Iowa, although a municipal plant is 
already in operation. The utility com- 
pany promised the voters and the city 
council that if the franchise were 
granted the company would rebuild a 
dam on the Maquoketa River that was 
washed away two years ago. To be 
valid the renewed franchise must be 
voted into an ordinance by a majority 
vote of the city council. 


Elephant Butte Progresses 


The $1,500,000 federal power plant 
project at Elephant Butte in New Mex- 
ico will be ready for installation of 
equipment by fall, S. A. McWilliams. 
resident engineer for the U. S. Bureau 
of Reclamation, has announced. 
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Market for Appliances 
Seen Good in Midwest 


Survey sponsored by five leading farm papers and conducted by 4-H 
clubs and farm organizations reveals brand preferences — Radios, 
washing machines and irons lead in number of appliances 


A tremendous market for electric 
appliances exists in the Midwest farm 
homes, according to a recent field sur- 
vey conducted by five leading farm 
papers in the area in co-operation with 
4-H clubs and farm organizations. The 
survey was in progress for more than 
a year and revealed brand preferences 
and sales potentials among farmers jn 
the appliance field. 

More than 32 per cent of the 7,209 
farm homes in the eight Midwest 
states, which control better than a 
third of all the nation’s farm income, 
had high line service, and another 13.6 
per cent had their own electric plants. 


Appliance Saturation 


The survey revealed that nearly 80 
per cent of these wired homes had 
electric radios, washing machines and 
electric irons, but only 44 per cent 
had vacuum cleaners, 34 per cent elec- 
tric toasters, 28 per cent electric re- 
frigerators and less than 20 per cent 
an electric fan. 

It was disclosed that electric wash- 
ers have almost caught up with gas- 
engine machines. In the 7,209 homes, 
2.841 reported gas-engine washers and 
2.560 electric washers. The study re- 
vealed a definite brand preference for 
many items. In electric irons there 
were 157 brands, nine of these con- 
trolling 72.5 per cent of the business. 

More than 125 different brands of 
toasters were mentioned, but ten lJead- 
ing brands had 53.1 per cent of the 
market. 

More than 20 per cent of the fam- 
ilies owned vacuum cleaners, with more 
than half of these represented by the 
three leading makes. 

Approximately 82 per cent of the 
Midwest farm homes owned radios, 
battery radios were reported by 46.2 
per cent of the families, and 35.7 per 
cent reported electric models. Sur- 
prisingly, there was no outstanding 
brand preference. The make usually 
recognized as the leader in the East 
was in third place with only 7.2 per 
cent of the market. There were 164 
makes mentioned. 


Papers Sponsor Survey 


The survey was sponsored by The 
Farmer in Minnesota and the Dakotas, 


Nebraska, The Prairie Farmer in Illi- 
nois and Indiana and Wisconsin Agri- 
culturist in Wisconsin. The work was 
conducted by 4-H club members and 
other farm organizations. 

J. E. Swalley, manager of Midwest 
Farm Paper Unit, Inc., said that the 
survey is so detailed that copies are 
not available for general distribution. 
However, officials of the Midwest Farm 
Papers state that specific information 
on any particular field will be fur- 
nished on request to the research de- 
partment at 6 North Michigan Avenue, 
Chicago, or 250 Park Avenue, New 
York City. 


Service Performance 
Is Utility Protection 


Adequate protection of employees, 
customers and stockholders’ interests 
does not demand that all directors of a 
public utility own stock in the company, 
stated Harry J. Bauer, president South- 
ern California Edison Co., in a recent 
message to stockholders replying to in- 
quiries raised in proxies and at the an- 
nual meeting held not long since. 

“The argument for stock ownership 
by directors,” Mr. Bauer said, “is en- 
tirely logical and reasonable. It is that 
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the director who does not own stock 
does not have that financial interest in 
the operating results of the cempany 
which is the best guaranty of careful 
attention to its affairs.” 

The basic protection of the company’s 
and the stockholders’ interests is pro- 
vided by honest, fair and faithful per- 
formance of the service for which the 
company exists, Mr. Bauer stated. “We 
are endeavoring to give our consumers 
that kind of service. However, the con- 
sumer not only must get a square deal. 
He must know that he is getting a 
square deal.” 

- 


Staten Island Home Gets 
First Wiring Certificate 


A model “Home of Tomorrow,” the 
first of any of the five boroughs of the 
city of New York to receive adequate 
wiring certification, was recently opened 
for public inspection by the Richmond 
County Federal Savings and Loan As- 
sociation. 

Located in Tottenville, Staten Island, 
this home received a certificate issued 
by the Electrical and Gas Association 
of New York, Inc. The wiring was 
planned in co-operation with H. C. Au- 
bry of the home planning division of 
Staten Island Edison Co. Approxi- 
mately 1,500 visitors were shown 
through the house on the opening day. 


Gets $2,000,000 Contract 


Canadian General Electric Co. has 
been awarded a contract for about 
$2,000,000 for searchlights by the na- 


tional defense department. 





FIRST CERTIFICATE—Adequate wiring received an impetus in the New York metro- 
politan area recently when this Staten Island house received the first certificate issued 
in any one of the five boroughs of New York City 


Walluce’s Farmer and Iowa Home- 
stead in Iowa, Nebraska Farmer in 


ELECTRICAL WORLD + June 10, 1939 


(1761) 11 








SEC to Investigate 
Utility Depreciation 


The nation-wide survey of deprecia- 
tion reserves of large utility systens 
now being conducted by the utility 
division of the SEC will determine 
whether the reserves are adequate. It 
will also bring to light many of the 
controversies regarding what is con- 
sidered adequate reserves and the 
method of treatment. 

The SEC is exerting pressure on com- 
panies whose depreciation policies or 
reserves and expenditures for main- 
tenance and repairs it regards as in- 
adequate. 

An avowed purpose of the survey is 
to make companies whose depreciation 
and maintenance policies fall below 
what SEC views as a standard of safety 
to maintain “depreciation regardless of 
the payment of dividends.” The SEC 
wants to know the status of the re- 
serves before the utilities come before 
the SEC with a security offering, inte- 
gration proposal or other matters. 

Two methods are being followed. 
One is to attempt to persuade a utility 
appearing before the SEC in connec- 
tion with a proposed security offering 
to write an “adequate” depreciation 
and maintenance policy into the inden- 
ture. The second is to condition ap- 
proval of proposed issues on maintain- 
ing a depreciation and maintenance 
policy which the SEC believes ade- 
quate. 

In the Northern States Power Co. 
(Wisconsin) and Southern Utah Power 
Co. applications for sale of security 
issues the SEC has set depreciation 
and maintenance standards. In the first 
case it was 15 per cent and the other 
17.5 per cent of toal gross operating 
revenues after certain deductions. 


Homes at Fair 


Of the fifteen houses that comprise 
the “Town of Tomorrow” at the New 
York World’s Fair all but houses Nos. 
10 and 21 are lighted by fixtures and 
portables of a type and design selected 
by a committee of the National Better 
Light-Better Sight Bureau. 


Pays Commission Charges 


Pennsylvania Public Utility Com- 
mission has announced that Associated 
Gas & Electric Co. of New York has 
conceded the power of the commission 
to levy special assessments for ex- 
penses incurred by employees in mak- 
ing field investigations of utilities. D. 
J. Driscoll, commission chairman, said 
the company has directed its Pennsyl- 
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vania subsidiaries to discontinue court 
action contesting the assessments and 
ordered the bills paid. As a result, 
Chairman Driscoll added, nine com- 
panies in the group paid the commis- 
sion assessments totaling $23,522. 


Loup Power District 
Shows $151,452 Loss 


The Loup River Public Power Dis- 
trict in Nebraska reported an operating 
loss of $151,452 during the last four 
months of 1938, according to a sum- 
mary filed recently with the Governor. 

From September 1 to December 31 
the district reported total income of 
$20,013, of which $19,938 was operating 
revenue. Operating expenses totaled 
$61,384, while interest on bonded in- 
debtedness was $110,053, making a total 
of $171,437. The expenses did not in- 
clude depreciation. 

The consolidated balance sheet shows 
assets of $9,372,004, consisting of an 
electric plant costing $11,217,492, to 
which the government contributed $2,- 
651,783 in aid of construction. 


Mississippi Utility 
Signs Power Pact 


The interconnection agreement be- 
tween Mississippi Power & Light Co. 
and the TVA will mean cheaper elec- 
tricity throughout the company’s terri- 
tory, according to Rex I. Brown, presi- 
dent. Mr. Brown said that the agree- 
ment is part of the contract signed a 
short time ago in Memphis under which 
TVA and the city of Memphis are buy- 
ing the local electric and gas systems 
in Memphis. 

The contract outlines arrangements 
for joint use of certain facilities and 
also provides for subsequent purchase 
of waste energy by the Mississippi com- 
pany from TVA and for certain auxil- 
iary service from the large steam plant 
in Memphis. The Mississippi company 
will soon put into effect a substantial 
reduction in residential rates. 


Power Group Pays Debt 


The Alcorn (Miss.) Electric Power 
Association has informed the TVA that 
the payment of $5,839.32 constitutes 
the final payment of its long-term debt. 
In June, 1934, the association took 
over from the TVA the electric prop- 
erties in Corinth and about 12 miles 
of rural distribution line, the lines 
formerly operated by the private util- 
ity. The total debt of $188,317 has 
been paid off in less than five years, 
the association states. 
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Recent Legislation 


Various state legislatures have taken 
action on measures affecting the elec- 
tric light and power industry. 


MicuicAn—In the closing hours of the 
session, the legislators, after reversing 
themselves several times, finally amended 
the state 3 per cent sales tax act to pro- 
vide for payment of the tax on electricity 
purchased from municipally-owned power 
plants. Under the terms of the bill mu- 
nicipally-owned power plants would be re- 
quired to pay the sales tax on electric 
energy and also on all sales of appliances 
in their stores. Otto E. Eckert, superin- 
tendent of the Lansing board of water 
and electric light commissioners, one of 
the largest city-owned utilities in the state, 
said that passage of the bill would almost 
certainly result in a court test of its con- 
stitutionality. 

PENNSYLVANIA—Property owned by mu- 
nicipal corporations would be _ included 
within the definition of “facilities” as 
used in the Public Utility Law of 1937, 
so as to make the property subject to 
regulation by the Public Utility Commis. 
sion and to empower the commission to 
fix the rates of any operating agency of 
any municipal corporation, under a meas- 
ure which has been introduced in the 
Senate. The House has passed by a vote 
of 184 to 7 the Mallery bill, providing 
that the public utility commission in de- 
termining the compensation for damages 
which the owners of adjacent property 
taken, injured or destroyed resulting from 
the construction, relocation or alteration 
of any crossing made by public utilities or 
municipal corporations, may require the 
concerned to pay the entire amount of 
any improvement for the sole benefit of 
any such utilities not an essential part of 
such construction or the amount of the 
net benefit to the utilities concerned. The 
measure provides, however, that in no 
event shall the utilities be required to 
pay in addition to the expenses of any 
improvement for the sole benefit of the 
utilities not an essential part of such con- 
struction in excess of 15 per cent of 
compensation for damages and expense. 
This bill has already been passed by the 
Senate. The Stockham bill withdrawing 
the Public Utility Commission’s authority 
to regulate rates of municipally owned 
utilities for service outside municipal lim- 
its except where the service is in com- 
petition with privately owned utility com- 
panies has been passed in the House by 
a vote of 173 to 70 and is now before 
the Senate. 


EHFA Lets New Contracts 


Electric Home and Farm Authority 
has announced that contracts had been 
closed with the city of Watertown, 
S. D., and the Marion-Reserve Power 
Co., Marion, Ohio. Contracts pro 
vide that EHFA and the utilities will 
co-operate in financing the sale of elec- 
trical appliances. 


$5,000,000 for Texas Dam 


Congress has recently voted approval 
of $5,000,000 to continue construction 
work on Marshall Ford Dam in Tex. 
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HOW TO PUT THE 
STORY OF ADEQUATE 


WIRING INTO 
oS 


Mifgyes 


.» HERE’S ONE WAY ‘eee 
IT’S BEING DONE... 


An attractive LIFE house was built in La Grange 

Park, Illinois, distinctive Chicago suburb. The 
house was opened for public inspection by Wm. 
Joern & Sons, the builders. 








ee aeons 


4) The office of the local Power Company, hav- 
ing assisted Wm. Joern & Sons in planning a 
modern wiring installation, through its architects’ 
and builders’ service department, saw an oppor- 
tunity to emphasize adequate wiring to the 
25,000 people who inspected the house. 


3} They designed demonstration panels showing 


how the house was wired . . . what equip- 
ment was used and why. Above, Mr. Charles 4 The house inspection ended, the demonstration panel is now 
Joern is showing how the Square D Multi-breakeR shown in various offices, to those who come to pay bills or 
was installed —explaining its advantages over exchange bulbs. Those who evince interest are told about Square 
fusible equipment. D Multi-breakeRs and adequate wiring. 












x * * 


@ The Square D Multi-breakeR is an important 
factor in adequate wiring. It offers the customer 
protection and convenience. To Power Companies 
it means customer good will, less service expense 
and more load on the “pay side of the meter.” 








And on visits to architects and contractors, 
the panel goes along, to be shown and talked 


CALL IN A SQUARE D MAN 
out. Experience has shown that it gets a lot 


ede ee ls 


dab: emsest te @ hana DETROIT- MILWAUKEE -LOS ANGELES 


N CRANAOR: SQUARE 0 COMPANY CANADA LIMITED, TORONTO, ONTARIO 
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Lou Gordon, Hygrade-Sylvania, and Joe Hicks, Public Tom P. Walker, Gulf States Utilities, and Frank McLaugh- F, E. L. Whitesell, Burndy Eng 
Utilities Engineering & Service Corp. lin, Puget Sound Power & Light Whitesell, and Cloud 


EEILA 
Conve 


Utility representatifes f 
the country gathered phis 
for the annual confenti 
Electric Institute. ¥ spl 
discussions and deditatio 
Fair of the exhibit bf tl 
featured the three-day mee 
of the Commercial Electric 
the Better Light-Bettef Sig 
Modern Kitchen Buréu \ 


Sam Stites, Chic Edison. and L. 8. the meeting hall at the Wal 
Parker, Commonwealth & Southern 


Major H. S. Bennion, E.E.I., and J. F. Owens, 
Oklahoma Gas & Electric 
Paul M. Downing, Pacific Gas 
& Electric 


rd Robbins, Hubbard & Co., and 
Smith, Consolidated Gas, Electric 
ght & Power Co. of Baltimore 














urndy Engineering Corp., and Mrs. Philip G, Gossler and W. W. Freeman, Columbia Gas & Carlton W. Babcock, G.E., Frank McLaughlin, Puget Sound 
and Claude L. Mathews Electric, and Alfred H. Schoelkopf, Niagara Hudson Power & Light, and William O. Batchelder, G.E. 


._ Annual 
vention 


ntatives from all sections of 
ered this week in New York 


convention of the Edison 





President Charles W. Kellogg 


e. A splendid program of rogletering 


deditation at the World’s 
hibit bi the electric utilities 
ee-dayj meeting. The exhibits 
ial Electric Cooking Council. 


-Bettet Sight Bureau and the 





) Burg@u were on display in 
Pe thd Waldorf-Astoria al S. Paul Vecker, Carolina Power 


& Light 





| mi 


H. E. Dexter, Central Hudson Gas & A. H. Kehoe, Consolidated Edison Co. 
Electric and H. Freeman. Barnes, of New York, and Alexander Maxwell, 
General Electric E.E.L 


COOPERATING 
MANUFACTURERS 





Herbert Young, Delta Star Electric 








Pnote, courtesy the Nevada-California Electric (or 


High in America’s mountain ranges 
7 v Ue ; climate and topography put pole line 





construction materials “on the spot”. 


in Gy pt ae 


Sleet, high winds, uneven spans 
subject every clamp, clevis and pin to extra strain in areas hardest to reach 
for repairs ... dependability is vital, down to the last lag screw. Line Material 
Company is proud of the record L-M Pole Line Construction Materials have made 


ao &o ee ee oe we 


in just such areas . . . carrying the load with a minimum of maintenance cost. 


LINE MATERIAL CQO. 
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REA Allots Funds; 
New Contracts Let 


Recent allotments announced by the 
REA bring the total allotted since the 
Administration was established in 1935 
to $222,537,830. Among the recent allot- 
ments are the following: 


Arizona—Sulphur Springs Valley Elec- 
tric Co-op., Inc., Willcox, R. R. Harbour, 
president, $368,000 to build 269 miles of 
line, 694 members in Cochise and Gra- 
ham counties. 

ILtino1s—lIllinois Valley Electric Co-op., 
Inc., Princeton, Perley D. Warner, presi- 
dent, $370,000 to build 351 miles of line, 
940 members in Bureau, Henry and La- 
Salle counties. Daviess-Martin County 
REMC, Washington, Austin O. Arthur, 
president, $352,000 to build 354 miles of 
line, 1,274 members in Daviess, Martin 
and Lawrence counties. 

InpIANA—Co-operative being formed, E. 
F. Hauser, Indiana Statewide REMC, In- 
dianapolis, $210,000 to build 210 miles of 
line, 815 members in Clark County. Sulli- 
van County REMC, Sullivan, Benjamin R. 
Little, superintendent, $240,000 to build 
241 miles of line, 841 members in Sullivan 
and Vigo counties. 


Kansas—North Central Kansas Rural 
Electrification Co-op. Assn., Belleville, 
Glen B. Snap, president, $313,000 to build 
355 miles of line, 761 members in Republic, 
Cloud and Washington counties. Arkansas 
Valley Electric Co-op., Inc., Plevna, George 
Griffin, president, $251,000 to build 300 
miles of line, 621 members in Reno, Rice 
and Kingman counties. Nemaha-Marshall 
Electric Co-op. Assn., Inc., Seneca, A. J. 
Wempe, president, $350,000 to build 376 
miles of line, 1,060 members in Nemaha 
and Marshall counties. 

Kentucky—South Kentucky Rural Elec- 
tric Co-op. Corp., Monticello, Walter Dal- 
ton, president, $221,000 to build 218 miles 
of line, 835 members in Wayne, Pulaski, 
Clinton and Russell counties. 

New York—New York State Electric & 
Gas Corp., New York City, John L. Bur- 
gan, director, $325,000 to build 300 miles 
of extensions to their existing lines through- 
out New York State. 


Orecon—Co-operative being formed, 
George C. Winters, Alsea, correspondent, 
$205,000 to build 175 miles of line, 548 
members in Lincoln, Benton, Lane and 
Polk counties. 


Construction contracts: 


Carroll Electric Co-op. Corp., Berry- 
ville, Ark., Paul F. Arnold, supt., and 
W. H.. Massey and -Ray W. Chanaberry, 
Louisville, Ky., engineers, contract to A. 

Electric Co., Ine., Cicero, Ill, for 
building another section of project, 317 
miles of line, 673 inemhers; bid $197,681. 
© & L Rural Electric Co-op. Corp., Star 
City, Ark., Lynn Thomasson, supt., and 
Lund-Buxton Engineering Co., Little Rock, 
engineer, contract to Universal Electric 
Co., Guntersville, entire project, 162 miles 
of line, 455 members; bid $106,413. 
_ Clay County Electric Co-op. Corp., Corn- 
ing, Ark., Willie C. French, supt., and 
Lund-Buxton Engineering Co., Little Rock, 
engineer, contract to L. O. Brayton, Dyers- 
burg, Tenn., for building entire project, 
= miles of line, 700 members; bid $165.- 

», 

North Georgia Electric Membership 
Corp., Dalton, Ga., W. L. Manton, supt., 
and TVA engineer, contract to Ledbetter- 
Johnson, Rome, Ga., another section of 
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project, 135 miles of line, 680 members; 
bid $118,218. 


Idaho County Light & Power Co-op. 
Assn., Grangeville, Idaho, Leslie H. Gil- 
lette, supt., and T. C. Smith, engineer, 
contract to Bennett & Taylor Co., Los An- 
geles, Calif., entire project, 172 miles of 
line; bid $128,983. 


McDonough Power Co-op., Macomb, IIL, 
Ray Grigsby, supt., and R. A. Donahue, 
engineer, contract to the I & E. Construc- 
tion Co., Minneapolis, Minn., another sec- 
tion of project, 158 miles of line, 316 
members; bid $114,489. 


Kansas Utility Sponsors 
Chick-Raising Project 


Kansas Power & Light Co. of Lyons, 
Kan., is co-operating with the Lyons 
Chamber of Commerce and local mer- 
chants in sponsoring a chick project 
for boys and girls of the vicinity. This 
undertaking is one designed to build 
good will among the farm trade. 

The co-operating merchants donate 
$2.50 for each unit in the project. 
This money is used to purchase baby 
chicks in flocks of 100. These are 
distributed to any boy or girl in the 
community who is interested in raising 
a flock of chickens. When the chick- 
ens are sold in the fall, all or part of 
the investment is returned to the mer- 
chants. This project is one of the 
most popular activities of the local mer- 
chants. 

* 


Underwriters’ Lab Plans 
New Rectifiers Standard 


Underwriters’ Laboratories, Inc., 161 
Sixth Avenue, New York, N. Y., is about 
to issue a new standard covering the 
requirements for rectifiers. 

Copies of the preliminary draft cf the 
proposed standard are available to in- 
terested persons for comment and criti- 
cism from the laboratories’ headquar- 
ters. 


Offers Trip to Fair 


Local managers of Georgia Power Co. 
have been grouped into two classes on a 
basis of the sales quotas for their terri- 
tory in the contest which offers to two 
managers a free trip to the New York 
World’s Fair. These two extra prize trips 
are in addition to the ones open for 25 
other employees. 


Fluorescent Lighting 


O. H. Biggs, research engineer of Hy- 
grade Sylvania Corp., says that though 
still in its infancy fluorescent lighting 
offers the greatest opportunities for 
achieving high levels of illumination 
economically and practically. 
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Water Power Plant 
Capacity Gains 4% 


Water power plants of 100 hp. or 
more in the U.S. had an installed ca- 
pacity, as of January 1, 1939, of 17,948,- 
906 hp., an increase of 684,209 hp., or 4 
per cent over that reported a year 
earlier, according to the Federal Power 
Commission. Of the total, 15,826,678 
hp., or 88.2 per cent, was in electric 
utility plants, the remaining 2,122,228 
hp. being in industrial and miscel- 
laneous plants. In addition 144,820 hp. 
was installed in outlying territories 
(Alaska, Hawaii, Philippine Islands and 
Puerto Rico), making a total for the 
United States and territories of 18,093,- 
726 hp. 

In numbers, however, the utility 
plants accounted for only a little more 
than half the total, 1,602 of the 2,869 
plants being in that group. Thus the 
average rating of the electric utility 
plants is nearly 10,000 hp., that of in- 
dustrial and miscellaneous plants about 
1,670 hp. 

The five states in which the largest 
increase in water power rating occurred 
during 1938 were: Nevada 230,940 hp., 
Oregon 126,305 hp., Tennessee 96,530 
hp., Montana 79,837 hp., Texas 47,145 
hp. 

Yearly totals as of January 1 and the 
corresponding year-to-year increases are 
shown in the following table: 





Increase—— 
Year Installed Installed Per 
(Jan. 1) Horsepower Horsepower Cent 
Wes ages dada 11,720,983 544,387 4.9 
Ps aschesne 12,296,000 575,017 4.9 
SS acu koacs 13,571,530 1,275,530 10.4 
1930 13,807,778 236,248 1.7 
ser? 14,884,667 1,076,889 77 
Oe ncek: 15,562,805 678,138 4.6 
1933 15,817,941 255,136 1.6 
| eee 15,913,451 95,510 0.6 
Bee cakatn 16,075,307 161,856 1.0 
ROE cv earnes 16,079,407 4,100 0.0 
19372 17, 119,610 1,040,203 65 
GU a6 cunedas 17,264,697” 145,087 0.8 
WOE. bascapess 17,948,906 684,209 4.0 


rior to 1938 were com- 
Power Resources of the 


“Data for the years 
piled by the Division o 
Geological Survey. : i 

> Revised after publication of previous report. 


Imposes Tax on Laclede 


The Board of Aldermen of St. 
Louis, Mo., has passed a bill levying 
a new 5 per cent license tax on the 
Laclede Power & Light Co. The com- 
pany has for years resisted the pay- 
ment of a 5 per cent tax fixed under 
an ordinance on the company for the 
use of the city streets. The city’s suit 
against the company for $437,038 taxes 
alleged to be due under this ordinance 
for 1929-33 was recently tried and is 
now under advisement by Circuit 
Judge Williams. The bill passed re- 
cently would tax the company 5 per 
cent of its gross receipts and would 
become effective only if the city is 
denied the right to tax the company 
under the old ordinance. 
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Carlisle to Address 
PUAA Annual Meet 


Speakers for the annual meeting of 
the Public Utilities Advertising Asso- 
ciation, which will be held jointly with 
the annual convention of the Advertis- 
ing Federation of America, June 18-22 
at the Waldorf-Astoria, New York, have 
been announced by Howard F. Weeks, 
president of PUAA. 

Floyd L. Carlisle, chairman of Con- 
solidated Edison Co. of New York, Inc., 
is scheduled for a talk before the con- 
vention. Merryle Rukeyser, economic 
commentator, International News Serv- 
ice, will talk on “Humanizing an In- 
stitution.” 

Other speakers on the PUAA pro- 
gram include Thomas Carens, vice- 
president of Boston Edison Co., on 
“Advertising and Publicity Aspects of 
the 1938 Hurricane”; Kenneth Magers, 
Cincinnati Gas & Electric Co., on “How 
to Improve Institutional Advertising” ; 
Al C. Joy, Pacific Gas & Electric Co., 

n “What I Think of Your Tax Ad- 
vertising,’ and Carlton K. Matson, 
Libby-Owens-Ford Glass Co., on “Face 


Lifting for Business—an Inside Job.” 


Picks Up NBC Telecast 


Contrary to theory that television pro- 
grams can be received only 40 or 50 
miles from the transmitting station, 
General Electric engineers in Schenec- 
tady, N. Y., using a standard G. E. re- 
ceiver, picked up the complete two-hour 
program telecast by NBC from the Em- 
pire State Building last week. The dis- 
tance was 130 miles and the receiver was 
located approximately 8,000 feet below 
the “line-of-sight.” 


Central Station Meet Set 


Announcement has been made that 
the South Dakota Central Station Con- 
ference. for 1939 will be held at the 
Alex Johnson Hotel, Rapid City, S. D., 
on Friday, August 4, with a get-to- 
gether smoker on August 3. At a 
meeting held recently at Huron a ten- 
tative program was arranged. 


Electric Group Plans Air 
Conditioning Campaign 


The Electrical Association of Bir- 
mingham, Ala., representing utilities, 
dealers, contractors and distributors, 
at its annual meeting held recently 
elected D. B. Clayton of the Knight 
Electric Co. president and made plans 
for an intensive campaign on_ attic 
fans and air conditioning. D. S. Rich- 


18 (1768) 


ard, dealer sales manager, Birming- 
ham Electric Co., was named secre- 
tary. 

Committee chairmen are Barney De- 
Ramus, industry organization and het- 
ter sight; John Shaw, planning com- 
mittee; J. B. Roberts, publicity; M. B. 
Hinman, adequate wiring; Gordon 
Smith, kitchen modernization; Roy 
Knox, electric show committee, and 
R. P. McDavid, attic ventilation. 


Plan New Rural Lines 


Washington Water Power Co. expects 
to spend about $400,000 in expansion of 
its rural service. The company this sum- 
mer will construct 400 miles of line to 
serve rural residents of Lincoln and 
Adams counties. The new line will cost 


about $800 a mile. 





MEETINGS 


International Commission on Iilumination— 
Scheveningen, Holland, June 12-21. U. S. Na- 
tional Committee, A. A. Brainerd, executive 
secretary, c/o Philadelphia Electric ‘Co., Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 


Public Utilities Advertising Associatior—Annual 
convention, Belmont ie-m and Waldorf-Astoria 
Hotels, New York, N. Y., June 18-22. 


Advertising Federation of America—Annual con- 
vention and exposition, Waldorf-Astoria Hotel, 
New York, N. Y., June 18-22. Henry Ober- 
meyer, chairman program committee, c/o Con- 
solidated Edison Co., New York. 


Society for the Promotion of Engineering Educa- 
tion—Annual meeting, June 19-23, State Col- 
lege, Pa. 


Canadian Electrical Association—Annual meeting, 
Digby, Nova Scotia, June 21-24. B. C. Fair- 
See secretary, 804 Tramways Bldg., Montreal, 

ue. 


Economics Conference for Engineers — Annual 
meeting, Stevens Engineering Camp, Johnson- 
burg, N. J., June 24-July 3 


American Society for Testing Materials—Annual 
meeting and fifth exhibit of apparatus and in- 
—_, Chafonte- oe Hall, Atlantic 
City, N. June 26-30. E. Hess, assistant 
secretary, 2io South Broad S. Philadelphia, Pa. 


American Institute of Electrical Engineers—Com- 
bined summer and Pacific Coast convention, 
San Francisco, Calif., June 26-30. H. H. Hen- 
yn national ‘secretary, 33 West 39th St., New 
or 


Michigan Sls & Electric Association — Annual 
a Mackinac Island, Mich., June 29- 
uly I. 


International High-Tension Conference—Bi-annual 
meeting, Paris, France, June 29-July 8. F. Att- 
wood, president American National Committee, 
Ohio Brass Co., New York, : 


American Society of Heating and Ventilating 
Engineers—Semi-annua!l meeting, Mackinac Is- 
land, Mich., July 4-6. Society Headquarters, 
51 Madison ‘Avenue, New York, Ei 


American Society of Mechanical Engineers—Semi- 
annual meeting, San Francisco, Calif., July 10- 
15. C. E. Davies, national secretary, 29 West 
39th St., New York, N. Y. 


International Association of Electrical Inspectors 

oint annual meeting, northwestern and south- 

western sections, Hotel Empire, San Francisco, 
Calif., August 14-18. 


Illuminating Sasinnares Society—Annual meet- 

ing, Fairmont Hotel, San Francisco, Calif., 
August 21-25, Howard M. Sharp, general secre- 
tary, 51 Madison Avenue, New York, 


National Association of Railroad and Utilities 
Commissioners — Annual meeting, Seattle, 
Wash., August 22-25. Clyde S. Bailey, Secretary, 
New Post Office Bldg., !2th and Pennsylvania 
Avenue, Washington, 


Low-Cost Gas Made 
by Portland Utility 


Faced with keen competition by low.- 
cost electricity, the Portland Gas & 
Coke Co., subsidiary of American 
Power & Light, has perfected a process 
of making low-cost gas and valuable }y.- 
products from the low-grade residuum 
of gasoline refineries so that it has been 
able to secure more than half of the 
cooking business in its service area. 

Before the recent annual conference 
of state utility engineers, Bliss G. Sin- 
clair, assistant chief engineer of the 
Washington State Department of Pub- 
lic Service, presented a paper which de- 
scribed the process. Mr. Sinclair said 
that the company utilizes excess carbon 
deposits from the raw material as fuel 
for reheating the gas generators he- 
tween gas-making cycles. Heretofore the 
accumulation of carbon or soot in the 
generators have made impossible the 
use of refinery residuum for gas making. 

The secret of the Portland utility’s 
success lies in a new method of cross- 
connecting the gas generators and burn- 
ing out the carbon deposits under forced 
draft. Mr. Sinclair said that in addition 
to making possible the use of low-cost 
raw material, the method eliminates the 
necessity of burning oil to reheat the 
generators to “cracking” heat. 

It was pointed out by Mr. Sinclair 
that comparisons made by the company 
show it is able to put gas in the holders 
at a new production cost less than any 
other manufactured gas company in the 
country. 


Attendance Record Made 


A new attendance record for its di- 
orama, the City of Light, was an- 
nounced by the Consolidated Edison 
Co. of New York as having been set 
Saturday, June 3, when 58,135 _ per- 
sons, or slightly more than 25 per 
cent of the entire paid attendance at 
the World’s Fair on that day, visited 
the exhibit. 


Texas Consumption Rises 


Electric power consumption in Texas 
during April was substantially above 
both the preceding month and the cor- 
responding month last year, the Bu- 
reau of Business Research of the Uni- 
versity of Texas reports. Sixteen 
power companies, representing nearly 
80 per cent of the power production 
of the state, report an average increase 
in total power production of 6.4 per 
cent over March and of 4.3 per cent 
over April, 1938. 
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Holiday Brings Dip 
in Energy Output 


Production of 2,113,887,000 kw.-hr. 
by the electric light and power industry 
during the week ended June 3, reported 
by the Edison Electric Institute, shows 
the usual sag in a week that embraces 
a holiday, but the decrease of approxi- 
mately 91,000,000 kw.-hr. compared 
with the preceding figure was some- 
what smaller than it was a year ago. 
The gain over 1938 increased corre- 
spondingly to 12.5 per cent, the largest 
since April. The output fell 0.8 per 
cent short of the record for the week, 
registered in 1937. 

Percentages over 1938 continue to be 


Weekly Output, Millions Kw.-Hr. 
1939 1938 1937 


June 3...2,114 June 4...1,879 June 5...2,131 
May 27...2,205 May 28...1,973 May 29...2,207 
May 20...2,170 May 21...1,968 May 22...2,199 
May 13...2,171 May 14...1,968 May 15...2,195 
May 6...2,164 May 7...1,939 May 8...2,176 
Apr. 29...2,183 Apr. 30...1,939 May 1...2,194 


Per Cent Change from Previous Year 





Week Ending 

Region June 3 May 27 May 20 
New England ....... - +108 +132 +411.1 
Middle Atlantic ...... +13.9- +106 +10.3 
Central Industrial ..... +145 +142 +120 
West Central ......... +73 +62 + 3.6 
Southern States ....... +105 +90 + 8.1 
Rocky Mountain ...... +144 +130 +105 
MOMS Wh cabacssacccna + 9.1 + 8.9 +116 

United States ....... +125 +141.7 +10.3 


2.3 


~ 
io 


Billions of Kw-Hr. 
= 
© ° 
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large in all sections of the country, 
ranging from 7.3 in the West Central 
to 14.5 in the Central Industrial, and 
with the exception of New England 
they increased over the preceding 
week. A definite pick-up in activity 
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seems to be indicated in two of the 
major industrial regions, the Middle 
Atlantic and Central Industrial, where 
the margin of increase was the widest 
in a month or more. This holds also 
for the Mountain Region. 





SEC Permits Private 
Probe in St. Louis 


The SEC has agreed to a private 
investigation of the Union Electric Co. 
of St. Louis situation. In its order of 
April 5 it had scheduled a public in- 
vestigation but this decision was 
changed following a conference with 
James Fogarty, president of North 
American, and William McClellan, now 
acting head of Union Electric. The SEC 
in its original order said it had reason- 
able grounds to believe that Union 
Electric made illegal political contribu- 
tions and collected money from em- 
ployees, officers and others “through 
the medium of padded expense ac- 
counts,” which collections are not 
properly contained in or reflected on 
the books. 

Upon receiving assurances from 
Messrs. Fogarty and McClellan that 
they would make relevant records 
available and facilitate examinations of 
officers and employees, the SEC said 
it would make a private investigation 
without prejudice to the commission’s 
right to issue a new order for public 
Investigation at any time at the con- 
clusion of the private investigation, to 
make public a report of its findings 
and to take such further action as the 
findings may warrant. 
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SEC said if the findings should 
establish guilt one of three courses 
might be followed (1) the case turned 
over to the Missouri Public Service 
Commission, (2) resume its public in- 
vestigation, (3) seek the aid of the 
Department of Justice. Under the agree- 
ment reached last week Union Electric 
dropped its injunction suit against the 
SEC investigation. 


Meet With Roosevelt 


James F. Fogarty, president of 
North American Co., and seven na- 
tionally known industrialists, all mem- 
bers of the business advisory council, 
met with President Roosevelt last week 
to exchange views and discuss means 
of restoring economic equilibrium. 
The council members dined with Sec- 
retary Hopkins and then went to Mr. 
Roosevelt’s rooms. 


Will Open Bonneville Bids 


Bids for the installation of heavy 
electrical equipment at Ampere, site of 
the Bonneville project’s big Vancouver 
substation, will be opened at the Port- 
land offices on June 21. 
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South Carolina to Enter 
High Point Case for FPC 


Counsel for the city of High Point 
told the court at a recent hearing in 
Greensboro that Gov. Burnett May- 
bank of South Carolina is preparing 
to have his state enter the suit in de- 
fense of the action of the Federal 
Power Commission. South Carolina 
would take a hand in the action because 
of the effect the proposed dam on the 
Yadkin River would have on naviga- 
tion on the Pee Dee River. 

Although Gov. Clyde Hoey of North 
Carolina has instructed Attorney-Gen- 
eral Harry McMullan to intervene in 
the case no action has been taken by 
the state. 


Co-op Buys Utility Plant 


Purchase by the Tallahatchie Valley 
Electric Power Association of the power 
distribution system of the Mississippi 
Power & Light Co. in Crowder has 
recently been announced. The co- 
operative acquired all property owned 
in Crowder by the utility except trans- 
formers. W. H. Saxton, project super- 
intendent, said TVA power supplied 
through the Sardis Dam substation has 
been turned on the lines. 


(1769) 19 











G. W. Thaxton Appointed 
Chief Engineer of REA 


Guy W. Thaxton of Mississippi has 
been appointed chief engineer of the 
Rural Electrification Administration. 
Mr. Thaxton brings extensive engineer- 
ing experience to his new position. 

From 1918-1920 he was employed in 
the electrical engineering department of 





Harris & Ewing 


the Tennessee Coal, lron & Railroad 
Co., working principally on test and re- 
search problems in connection with the 
generation, transmission, distribution 
and utilization of electrical energy in all 
of its applications to the iron ore, coal 
and steel industry. He resigned to join 
the staff of Georgia Institute of Technol- 
ogy and during one summer vacation 
period spent three months in the engi- 
neering department of Alabama Power 
Co. in Birmingham. From 1924 until 
1928 he was special sales engineer for 
Westinghouse. He resigned to set up an 
operating procedure for the Mississippi 
Utilities Co. Then he became the agent 
for banking interests in the acquiring 
and unifying of various Southern public 
utility plants and systems out of which 


efforts the Mid-South Public Service 
Co. grew. He became an executive of- 


ficer of this company and its affiliates. 
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After engaging in private consulting 
practice, he entered the service of the 
TVA in 1933 as.division engineer at 
Tupelo. During this same period Mr. 
Thaxton served as Mississippi district 
manager for the ,Electric Home and 
Farm Authority. In 1935 he was trans- 
ferred to the REA; where he was made 
regional engineer. 


L. C. McClurkin Named 
Utility Vice-President 


L. C. McClurkin, general sales man- 
ager of the Texas-New Mexico Co., has 
been named vice-president and general 
manager of the Arkansas Utilities Co., 
Helena, Ark., succeeding A. R. Watson. 

A native of Texas, Mr. McClurkin be- 
came associated with the East Texas 
Electric Co. at Beaumont, Tex., in 1920, 
entering the accounting department and 
later the sales department. He was made 
commercial agent of the Western Public 
Service Co. in 1925 and superintendent 
of sales of the Navasota division of the 
Gulf States Utilities Co. in 1930. He re- 
mained with that company until 1934, 
when he joined the Texas-New Mexico 
Utilities Co., a subsidiary of Community 
Power & Light Co. at Lubbock, Tex., as 
general sales manager and served in 
that capacity until 1938, when he was 
associated with the Kansas Utilities Co. 
at Paola, Kan. 


> Cuarces A. WILLIAMS, rate engineer 
for the New England Power Association, 
has been elected treasurer of the United 
Illuminating Co., New Haven, Conn. 


> L. M. Taytor, formerly residential 
sales manager for the Mississippi Power 
& Light Co., has been named sales pro- 
motion and advertising manager and 
commercial sales manager. J. T. Kim- 
BALL, heretofore sales supervisor in 
Jackson, is now residential sales man- 
ager. B. M. Davis, formerly sales pro- 
motion and advertising manager, is now 
industrial sales manager. 
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EWS ABOUT PEOPLE 


Kohnstamm Made Head 
of Merchandising Sales 


Appointment of F. R. Kohnstamm as 
sales manager and L. E. Osborne as 
manager of manufacturing and engi- 
neering has been announced by F. B. 
Williams, Jr., vice-president in charge 
of the merchandising ‘division of the 
Westinghouse Electric & Manufacturing 
Co. R. E. Imhoff, formerly sales man- 
ager of the division, has resigned. 

Prior to his present appointment Mr. 
Kohnstamm was manager of the West- 
inghouse lighting division and agency 
sales department at Cleveland. He has 
been associated with the company since 
1917. He went to Mansfield in 1919 
when merchandising headquarters were 
established there., later becoming assist- 
ant sales manager, and in 1931 director 
of merchandising. In 1933 he went to- 
Pittsburgh as sales promotion manager 
of the company. The following year he 





F. R. Kohnstamm 


took charge of the Cleveland lighting 
headquarters, where he has since been 
located. He will direct sales and adver- 
tising activities of the division at Mans- 
field. 

Mr. Osborne has been with Westing- 
house since 1910, principally in manu- 
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facturing operations. Since 1934 he has 
been located at Springfield, Mass., as 
works manager for the merchandising 


division there. 
oo 


Dr. H. J. Creighton Named 
to Head Electrochemists 


Dr. H. Jermain Creighton, head of 
the chemistry department of Swarth- 
more College, Pennsylvania, since 1928, 
has been elected president of the Elec- 
trochemical Society. Not only is Dr. 
Creighton one of the foremost teachers 





of electrochemistry, but he is also the 
inventor of a commercial process for 
the production of alcohol from sugar 
by electrolytic reduction. 

Born in Nova Scotia, Dr. Creighton 
is a graduate of Dalhousie University, 
Halifax. Receiving a fellowship, he 
spent two years at Birmingham, Eng- 
land, and later studied at Heidelberg 
University and at the Polytechnikum 
at Zurich, Switzerland. 

The Franklin Institute awarded him 
the Longstreth Medal in 1918. He is 
the author of one of the best books on 
electrochemistry, which is used in 
many American and British universi- 
ties. He has just been awarded the 
Howard N. Potts gold medal “in con- 
sideration of his distinguished work in 
developing a process for the electro- 
lytic reduction of simple sugars on a 
commercial scale.” 


PE. C. CRITTENDEN, assistant director 
of the National Bureau of Standards. 
will represent the U. S. Department of 
Commerce at a conference of the Inter- 
national Bureau of Weights and Meas- 
ures being held this month in Sevres, 
France. While abroad, Mr. Crittenden 
will also attend conferences of the Inter- 
national Commission on Illumination to 
be held at Scheveningen, near The 
Hague, and the International Confer- 
ence on Large High-Tension Electrical 
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Systems at Paris. Mr. Crittenden plans 
to return to the United States the latter 
part of July. 


> J. G. PoLtock, formerly superintend- 
ent of electrical and mechanical equip- 
ment for twenty years with the Jamison 
Coal & Coke Co., Greensburg, Pa., is 
now connected with Wallace E. Kirk 
Co., manufacturer of coal mining ma- 
chinery and industrial equipment, Pitts- 


burgh, Pa. 


E. B. Stockmann Assumes 
New Executive Assignment 


Erling B. Stockmann, assistant pur- 
chasing agent of the Consolidated Edi- 
son Co. of New York, Inc., has been 
appointed executive assistant to the 
vice-chairman of the board, succeeding 
Clarence L. Law, who has been made 
a vice-president. 

Mr. Stockmann has been assistant 
purchasing agent since the merger of 
the New York Edison and Consolidated 
Edison Companies in 1936. He had 
previously been purchasing agent for 
the latter. He was first employed by 
the system in August, 1922, as as- 
sistant superintendent of the water gas 
plant of the Astoria Light, Heat & 
Power Co. In 1930 he was transferred 
to the Consolidated Gas Co. as as- 
sistant purchasing agent. 

During the course of the World’s 





Fair Mr. Stockmann will head Consoli- 
dated Edison’s World’s Fair Bureau and 
serve as exhibit director, reporting to 
Mr. Law as chairman of the World’s 
Fair Committee of the Consolidated 
System companies. 


> J. F. Catvert has been appointed 
head of the electrical engineering de- 
partment at Northwestern University, 
Evanston, Ill. Mr. Calvert entered the 
Westinghouse training course in 1923 
and from the following year to 1936 
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he was employed in design and de- 
velopment work on large a.c. machines 
with that company. From 1927 to 
1936 he also served as a graduate lec- 
turer in electrical engineering at the 
University of Pittsburgh. From 1936- 
38 he was an associate professor at 
Iowa State College, Ames, before going 
to Northwestern University as professor 
of electrical engineering. He has de- 
grees from the University of Missouri 
and the University of Pittsburgh. Mr. 
Calvert has to his credit several patents 
concerned with high voltage generators 
and machine protection from high 
speed electrical transients. He is the 
author or co-author of papers on high 
frequency generators, magnetic field 
problems, lighting and switching and 
other engineering subjects. 


OBITUARY 


>Joun E. CAMMACK, assistant engineer 
Potomac Electric Power Co., Washing- 
ton, D. C., died in March, in his fiftieth 


year. 


> Cuarces K. Tripp, superintendent 
of General Electric Co.’s apprentice 
school at Lynn, Mass., since its founda- 
tion in 1902, died suddenly, from a 
heart attack, in the company’s dispens- 
ary April 20. He was born in Sara- 
toga, N. Y., 68 years ago. 


> ArvaH M. Smirn, for the past 28 
years associated with the New England 
Power Co. system, with headquarters at 
Boston, as manager of right-of-way 
work, died suddenly April 30 at his 
home in Winchendon, Mass. He was 63 
years of age and widely known in New 
England utility circles. 


> Tuomas B. Finan, industrialist and 
actively associated with the utility indus- 
try in Maryland, died in Cumberland 
May 28, at the age of 60. Mr. Finan 
merged the Edison Electric Illuminating 
Co. and the Cumberland Electric Rail- 
way into the Cumberland Edison Power 
Co., which was later purchased by the 
Potomac Edison Co. 


> Witt A. Biacurorp, head of the 
refrigerating division of the sales de- 
partment, Boston Edison Co., died sud- 
denly April 30 at his home in Sharon, 
Mass. He was born in Buffalo, N. Y., 65 
years ago and had been connected with 
the company since 1924. 


>Francis S. Wuitremore, 72, former 
treasurer of the Gardner (Mass.) Elec- 
tric Light Co. and a director of the 
Simplex Time Recorder Co. of that 
city since its organization, died at a 
hospital in Boston on May 21. He was 
a native of Rutland, Mass., and was 
active in banking and industrial cir- 
cles for many years. 
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Raise Westinghouse 
Salaried Employees 


In view of improved business of the 
company, full restoration of pay reduc- 
tions for 8,700 salaried employees was 
made June 1, George H. Bucher, presi- 
dent of the Westinghouse Electric & 
Manufacturing Co., has announced. 

Salaried employees affected have 
been receiving 90 per cent of their base 
rates since June 1, 1938, when reduc- 
tions for all salaried employees were 
made in the company’s retrenchment 
move against falling business at that 
time. 

Salaried employees receiving Jess 
than $125 per month were restored 
to their full rates six months ago. 

The Westinghouse wage and salary 
plan, from which all employees receive 
extra monthly pay based on the aver- 
age profits of the three months preced- 
ing, will continue to function, Mr. 
Bucher stated. Under this plan em- 
ployees have received extra pay each 
month except one for the past three 
years. 


Awards Generator Contract 


The Greenwood County Finance 
Board, Greenwood, S. C., has awarded a 
contract to Westinghouse Electric & 
Manufacturing Co. for a steam turbo- 
generator unit and auxiliary equipment 
at $185,000 for a standby power plant 
to be operated in conjunction with the 
Buzzard’s Roost hydro-electric develop- 
ment. 


New Worthington Directors 


H. C. Beaver, president Worthington 
Pump & Machinery Corp., has an- 
nounced the election of Clarence E. 
Searle of Bronxville, New York, and 
Hobart C. Ramsey of Short Hills, N. J., 
to the board of directors. Mr. Searle 
has been associated with Worthington 
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since 1932, when he joined the or- 
ganization as vice-president in charge 
of sales. Mr. Ramsey has occupied 
various positions with the corporation 
since joining the staff in 1920. In 
1937 he was placed in general admin- 
istrative charge of operations. 


Refrigerator Sales 
Advance in April 


Domestic sales of electric household 
refrigerators to distributors and dealers 
during the month of April totaled 242,- 
005 units, compared with 234,044 units 
in March and 197,995 units in April, 
1938, according to a report issued by 
the National Electrical Manufacturers 
Association. For the four-month period 
domestic sales amounted to 810,940 
units, compared with 592,721 units in 
the corresponding period of 1938. 

World sales in April totaled 261,511 
units, compared with 251,895 units in 
March and 216,732 units in April, 1938. 
World sales for the four-month period 
amounted to 869,061 units, compared 
with 655,379 units in the corresponding 
period of 1938. 

The figures in these reports, re- 
ceived from seventeen companies, are 
estimated to include more than 90 per 
cent of the industry. 


Manufacturers’ Sales Rise 
15% Above April Last Year 


Manufacturers’ sales of electrical ma- 
chinery, apparatus and supplies during 
April, as reported by 99 firms, totaled 
$24,728,000, a decrease of 4.2 per cent 
from March, but 14.8 per cent better 
than April a year ago, according to 
the Department of Commerce. 

Sales for all industries, as reported 
by 1,689 manufacturers, amounted to 
$309,573,000, a decrease of 9.5 per 
cent from April, but a gain of 9.4 per 
cent over April last year. 
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ANUFACTURING - MARKETS 


Exchange Policy 
Cuts 1938 Exports 


Argentina has in past years drawn 
a larger portion of its imports of elec- 
trical goods from the United States 
than from any other country, accord- 
ing to a report appearing as No. 115 
of the series “World Electrical Mar- 
kets” issued by the Electrical Division, 
Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Com- 
merce. 

Total imports in the statistical group 
“Machinery and Motors in General” 
(in large part electrical) rose from a 
value of 34,251,531 pesos in 1935 to 
54,456,623 pesos in 1937, of which the 
portion from the United States was 
9,782,415 pesos and 18,488,515 pesos, 
respectively. The peso is valued at 23 
cents. 

In the group “Materials for Elec- 
tricity” totals were 20,225,318 pesos 
and 30,373,326 pesos in the two years, 
of which 8,157,236 pesos and 12,291,109 
pesos came from the United States. In 
both groups Germany is a strong sec- 
ond, the United Kingdom third. 

Regarding trade after 1937, the re- 
port states that “it is questionable 
whether American products retained 
their relative position during 1938, ow- 
ing to less favorable exchange control 
treatment which prevailed during the 
latter half of the year. In fact, the 
situation had become so critical by the 
beginning of the year 1939 that import 
permits were denied on various Amer- 
ican lines.” 


Porcelain Shipments Rise 


Value of shipments made in March 
by 99 independent manufacturers of 
porcelain enameled products was $3.- 
281,515, the largest monthly total since 
October, 1937, according to figures re- 
leased by the Bureau of the Census, 
U. S. Department of Commerce. ©. >- 
Pearce, managing director of the Por- 
celain Enamel Institute, pointed out 
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that while there is a normal seasonal 
increase in March, the total shipments 
for the first quarter were well in ex- 
cess of the same period last year. 


Manufacturers Make 
Sales Appointments 


Announcement has been made that 
the Philadelphia Gear Works has estab- 
lished a branch office in Chicago at 
111 W. Washington Street. The district 
manager is A. R. Herbert, who has 
had twelve years experience in the 
gear and power transmission business. 
The company also announces the ap- 
pointment of Roger C. Jones as repre- 
sentative in the lower New England 
territory with headquarters in Hartford. 


Link-Belt Co. has announced that in the 
process of broadening its line of modern 
power transmission equipment, the Twin 
Disc Clutch Co., Racine, Wis., has ap- 
pointed it distributor for Twin Disc fric- 
tion clutches and clutch couplings in all 
industrial fields. 


Sangamo Profit Increases 


Sangamo Electric Co.’s business has 
continued to show satisfactory increases 
in gross volume and net profits com- 
pared with last year, according to 
Donald S. Funk, president. Mr. Funk 
said that at this time there are no signs 
of any particular let-down in incoming 
business. 

a 


Reports Sales Increase 


Sales of “Toastmaster” roll and food 
warmers so far this year have doubled 
those of the same 1938 period, accord- 
ing to K. C. Gifford, general sales man- 
ager of McGraw Electric Co. Toastmas- 
ter products division. Mr. Gifford said 
that April sales were the largest for any 
month so far. 


Oil Burner Shipments Gain 


Domestic shipments of oil burners 
during April totaled 10,051, as against 
10.287 in March and 6,945 in April 
last year, according to the Depart- 
ment of Commerce. 
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New York Metal Prices 


June 7, 1939 May 29, 1939 
Cents per Cents per 
Pound Pound 

Copper electrolytic 10.00* 10.00* 
lead Am. S. & R. price 4.75 4.75 
NNO oss cas oe cn 12.00 12.00 
Nickel Ingot ........... 35.00 35.00 
ee MN aca Gane ms 4.89 4.89 
— keer 48.75 49.00 
Aluminum, 99 per cent. 20.00 20.00 


* Delivered Connecticut Valley. 


AE 
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Field Reports on Business 


While business in some sections is spotty and shows seasonal dips, many lines 


of industry are showing expansion. 


Utility officials are optimistic in many 


respects, but believe that unless there is some encouragement from the govern- 


ment the present level may not hold. 


NEW ENGLAND 


Among interesting orders placed in this 
area recently is a 1,000-kva. Westinghouse 
type “CSP” 13.6-kv. to 2,400-volt trans- 
former for the Cohasset network service of 
the Brockton (Mass.) Edison Co. Jordan 
Marsh Co. has ordered ten electrically 
driven reversible stairways from Westing- 
house for immediate installation; the 
Jacobs Manufacturing Co., Hartford, Conn., 
has installed an electric cleaning kettle 
using about 255 kw.-hr. per month; three 
more similar units are to be added soon. 

Small motor sales continue at a steady 
trend; over 400 hp. in motors for pumping 
service were recently sold by one manufac- 
turer. A 7-mile, 13-kv. transmission line 
has been recently placed under construc- 
tion in the Athol district of the New Eng- 
land Power system. One well-known rep- 
resentative reports considerable activity in 
small switch and control apparatus; a con- 
tract for furnishing 58 Lapp special 115-kv. 
insulators for a new substation has been 
awarded to the Lapp Insulator Co. by the 
Narragansett Electric Light Co. 

New lighting improvements in factories 
and department stores are gaining; Cam- 
bridge Electric Light Co. has installed five 
4.500-watt lighting fixtures to give 50 
ft.-candles in its Central Square display 
room; an extensive fluorescent lighting 
system has been installed in one depart- 
ment of the Crawford Hollidge store, 
Boston. 

Electric appliance sales took a marked 
forward stride during the past week after 
a somewhat lagging sales tendency during 
the first part of May. In the Boston area 
small appliances are in demand for com- 
pletion of cooking equipment in new 
schools to be ovened in the fall: laundering 
apparatus buying is very active in Massa- 
chusetts: Vermont bought 170 refrigerators 
in one week ended May 20. 


CHICAGO 


General business activity in this area 
showed considerable improvement last 
week as moderate expansion took place 
in most lines. Continuance of the up- 
ward trend shown during the past two 
weeks has given cause for a more opti- 
mistic outlook for business this summer. 
Steel production rose sharplv, advancing 
over 6 points, while electrical power out- 
put moved upward to the highest level 
since March. Retail trade registered sub- 
stantial gains, both over the previous 
week and a year ago, with electric appli- 
ance sales showing especially well. 

Residential construction in Chicago 
during May increased nearly 100 per cent 
over the same month last year. Commer- 
cial and industrial building gained 33 
per cent for the same period. Employment 
in this district advanced 9 per cent 
and payrolls 18 per cent during April 
over the same month in 1938. 

Commonwealth Edison Co. placed an 
order for a 50,000-kw. turbine and will 
construct a new 222,000-volt transmission 
line for a distance of 147 miles. The 
company will soon begin extensive ex- 
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pansion and modernization work on one 
of the branch stores. In a one-day sales 
drive on major appliances General Elec- 
tric Supply Corp. salesmen turned in or- 
ders for $177,000, in comparison with 
$76,800 in a similar drive a year ago. 
Electrical contractors show a substan- 
tial increase over last year on new wiring 
as well as a considerable volume of re- 
wiring work as a result of the Electric 
Association-E.H.F.A. campaign. 


PACIFIC COAST 


Despite occasional buying setbacks, such 
as uncertainty caused by unexpected price 
decreases in staple wiring lines, apprehen- 
sion over steadily mounting taxes, and 
lack of government appreciation of busi- 
ness difficulties, there are so many good 
natural factors that Pacific Coast manufac- 
turers and distributors report that their 
present sales approximate closely their 
annual budgets. Industrial business has 
improved surprisingly after a discouraging 
start, and the lumber, steel, shipping and 
mining industries are purchasing steadily. 
Even agriculture, which was hampered by 
light rainfall, is providing double the 
motor and pumping equipment sales of a 
normal year. 

Recent typical sales of this character in- 
clude $25,000 capacitors for various irri- 
gation districts, $30,000 transformers and 
switchgear for a shipyard, $10,000 for a 
187-kva. generator and miscellaneous min- 
ing machinery. $15.000 for sugar mill ma- 
chinery and $20,000 for various orders for 
fractional-horsepower pumping equipment 
motors. 

Small appliance business is improving 
through anticipatory dealer buying for 
usual June campaigns: refrigerator sales 
ar fair, with emphasis on 6-cu.ft. low-priced 
models: cleaners and washers are average. 


NEW YORK 


Utility executives meeting at the E.E.1. 
convention here this week expressed some 
optimism regarding the future outlook for 
business. The high rate of power produc- 
tion was singled out as indicating expand- 
ing business. It is felt in some quarters 
that conservative efforts in Congress would 
bring needed tax relief and elimination of 
some of the deterrents holding back 
business. 

Nationwide merchandise sales last month 
were the best in two years and June busi- 
ness is expected to be even better. Mail 
order houses report sales above last vear. 
Steel production is slightly higher. May 
auto sales showed a better than seasonal 
rise over April and sharpest gain over 1938 
of any 1939 month to date. 

Electric utilities are planning to pep up 
adequate wiring and farm electrification. 
Appliance sales are also receiving added 
stimulus with plans to comb the market for 
new prospects as well as to increase the 
number of appliances now in use in the 
homes. 

Utility construction figures continue en- 
couraging. with plans in the tentative stage 
for several new installations. 
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Utility Bonds Advance, Stocks Hold Gains 
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1939 


Electric utility stocks held their gains of the previous week, with the “Electrical 


World” index of 36 common stocks steady at 30.6; index a year ago, 25.4. 


Bonds 


continued their advances of earlier weeks, with the index rising 0.2 point to 105.6 





To Be Service Unit 
of Standard Gas 


Permission was granted the Standard 
Gas & Electric Co. last week by the 
SEC to transform its engineering and 
management affiliate the Public Utility 
Engineering & Service Corp., Chicago, 
from a mutual company owned by the 
subsidiaries to a direct subsidiary of 
the parent company. B. W. Lynch, 
president of Standard Gas, has resigned 
the presidency of the subsidiary, which 
will be headed by William J. Hagenah. 

Although the offices of the parent 
company are being moved to New 
York, offices of the Public Utility 
Engineering & Service Corp., will re- 
main in Chicago. Of the original 600 
employees of the subsidiary employed 
in the Chicago offices in 1929, 150 
remain; most of the others having been 
shifted to the operating subsidiaries 
after 1935. 

The management unit had been a 
subsidiary of the parent company prior 
to 1935, when it charged a manage- 
ment fee of 244 per cent of the gross 
and 714 per cent of construction costs 
in return paying the salaries of presi- 
dents of the operating companies. It 
was changed to a mutual status after 
passage of the public utility holding 
company act of 1935. 

Although the former is restored the 
law now provides that the management 
unit must operate at cost and without 
showing a profit. It will still give engi- 
neering and research services but will 
not engage in direct management of the 
operating companies. 

The 100,000 shares of stock of the 
engineering and management unit 


which were sold to the operating sub- 


sidiaries at $4 a share in 1935 will be 
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sold back to the parent company at the 
same price and the capitalization will 
then be reduced to $250,000, repre- 


sented by the same number of shares. 


Mountain States Holders 
File Compromise on Plan 


Two identical revised plans for re- 
organization of the Mountain States 
Power Co., a subsidiary of the Stand- 
ard Gas & Electric Co., have been re- 
ceived by the SEC. One was filed by 
the preferred stockholders’ committee, 
the other by the bondholders’ commit- 
tee. 

Previously the preferred stockholders 
and the debtor jointly had filed a plan 
and subsequently the bondholders filed 
a plan which differed from that of the 
debtor and preferred stockholders in 
respect to the maturity date of the 
proposed bonds, the redemption provi- 
sion and the sinking fund provisions. 
The revised identical plans now on file 
compromise the differences. 


Continental Proposes 
Deal for Common Stock 


SEC has anounced that Continental 
Gas & Electric Corp., a subsidiary of 
United Light & Power Co., has filed an 
application for approval of the acquisi- 
tion of 20,000 shares of lowa-Nebraska 
Light & Power Co. common stock, $100 
par value. 

The stock will be issued in considera- 
tion of the discharge of $2,000,000 of 
the $3,423,055 unpaid balance of the 
principal amount of Iowa-Nebraska 
Light & Power Co.’s 6 per cent promis- 
sory note held by the company. 
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Western United Preferred 
Called for Redemption 


Preferred stock of Western United 
Gas & Electric Co., both 6 per cent and 
61% per cent series, has been called for 
redemption on July 1 next. The hold- 
ers have had the option of exchanging 
each share held for four shares of Com. 
monwealth Edison Co. stock, and 
principally as the result of the ex- 
change offer only $4,698,800 of the $13.- 
246,000 outstanding is held by the 
public, the remainder being held by 
Commonwealth Edison. This exchange 
offer will remain in effect until June 30. 

Redemption price of the 6 per cent 
series is $106 per share plus accrued 
dividends and that of the 64 per cent 
series $106.50 per share plus accrued 
dividends. Western United holders 
who exchange their stock will receive, 
in addition to the Edison stock, an 
amount in cash equal to the accrued 
dividends payable July 1 on redemp- 
tion of their Western United shares. 


Weston to Redeem Stock 


Edward F. Weston, president of 
Weston Electrical Instrument Corp., 
announces the company will redeem 
on July 1, 1939, at $37.50 a share and 
accrued dividends, a part of its class 
A stock, of which there is outstanding 
27,376 shares. 


Offers $18,000,000 Issue 


West Texas Utilities Co. has made 
an offering of $18,000,000 of first mort- 
gage series A 334 per cent bonds, dated 
May 1, 1939, and falling due on May 
1, 1969. The bonds were priced at 
10134 plus accrued interest. 
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Net Income 


1939 1938 
American & Foreign Pwr. 
' aueeiee. ...:..:. . ii Ne $5,932,134 $5,962,268 
*American Pwr. & Lt. and 
REA Pe eee ene 9,017,712 11,170,658 
pamosiaies oes ane oe, 2,076,255 1,488,579 
ssociate i . an 
* NS ls 8a tenga ae 180,001 (d)382,770 
tElec. Pwr. & Lt. and subs. 4,858,053 8,59!,249 
[General G. & E. and subs. ‘11,226,367 972,017 
I MEL Scbehauenercaas 684,423 1,592,167 
*Kansas City Pwr. & Lt..... 3,646,195 4,360,908 
*Montana fr. ond subs... 2,760,110 3,205,282 
wr. - an 
a 8,056,675 8,899,452 
*Northern States Pwr. 
(Wis.) and subs........ 1,144,298 398,043 
tSouthwestern G. & E...... 1,921,455 1,991,904 


tUnited Gas and subs..... 5,306,872 9,262,495 
*Twelve months ended April 30. 

tTwelve months ended March 31. : 

§Before deduction for accumulated interest on 
obligations of Associated G. & E. Co. convertib e 
into stocks at the company's option, amounting 
to $2,810,804 in the 1939 period and $2.812,825 in 
1938. Of the latter amount, $1,120,615 was de- 
clared and paid in script in the 1938 perioc. 
(d) Deficit. 
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Appliance Tester 


Wattmeter and voltmeter are incorpor- 
ated in this portable appliance tester, de- 
signed to provide a quick and accurate 
means of testing power consumption of 


EW EQUIPMENT 























Midget Electric Boilers 


Homes, restaurants, doctors’ and dentists’ 
ofices and industrial plants where small 
amounts of steam are wanted in a hurry 
are seen as potential users of this pocket- 
edition of a steam plant, which operates 
on the ordinary electric circuit. Trans- 
parent, chemical- and mechanical-resistant 
glass, provided at one end with electric 
terminals and at the other with a 





""WL-740"' steam generator tube; in 


Type 
1,000-, 1,500- and 2,000-watt sizes, with evap- 
orating capacities up to 5.7 |b. per hour; 
can superheat steam to 350 deg. F.; oper- 
ates on 105-125 volts. Lamp Div., Westing- 


a Electric & Mfg. Co., 


Bloomfield, 


threaded pipe as a steam outlet, makes up 
the cylindrical case. Resistance wire 
coiled on an insulating core takes up most 
of the interior, leaving space for only 
five ounces of water at a time. A thermal 
eficiency of 90 per cent is claimed for 
the heater as a result of keeping the coils 
directly immersed in water and the unit 
is said to generate superheated steam from 
cold water in less than fifteen seconds. 


Air Conditioning Units 


Unit air 


mate 


conditioners; deliver approxi- 
ly | ton per hp. at standard rating 
conditions of 80 deg. dry bulb and 67 deg. 
wet bulb entering air. General Electric Co., 
Schenectady, N. Y. 


This line of unit air conditioners has 
been enlarged to include six sizes, ranging 
from 1% to 10 hp. in rating. Units provide 
cooling, filtering and dehumidifying, with 
completely automatic control. With the 
addition of a heating coil and humidifier, 
they can be transformed into year-around 
conditioners. 


Welding Eyeshield 


“Model CH-5C;" offered in various shades. 


is said to offer protection against hot 
sparks, dust and flying particles and is 
stated will not fog. Ventilated visor has 
a metal binding to give it stiffness and 
attaches to a headgear. Spark deflector 
guards space between visor and forehead 
and duck skull cap extends halfway back 
over the head. 
af 


Color Matching Unit 


“Daylight” produced by this box lamp 
allows two men to color match under an 
exact reproduction of overcast north sky 
daylight of 200-foot-candle intensity, meas- 
ured 30 in. below the unit, according to 
the manufacturer. One 1,500-watt and two 
1,000-watt Mazda bulbs with Corning “Day- 
lite” filters are contained in the box. The 
unit also provides “Horizon-Sunlight”—a 
light which magnifies color differences as 
seen under ordinary artificial light. This 
is obtained by operating two groups of two 
series-connected 200-watt Mazda lamps at a 
temperature of 2,200 degrees Kelvin—about 
the color of a gas flame. So that natural 
daylight will be reproduced in diffusion 
as well as in color, a frame of “Crystalex” 





“"BKX83'' color matching skylight; uses 125- 
watt blower; maximum wattage that can be 


operated simultaneously, 3,625: unit is 58 
in. long, 22 in. wide and 28 in. high; 
operates on 110 or 220 volts, a.c. or d.c. 
Macbeth Daylighting Corp., 227-2397 West 
17th St., New York, N. Y. 


diffusing glass is attached. Blower atop 
the unit removes excess heat from the work- 
ing area. 


Cord Connector 


"Jumbo" rubber cord connector: with or 
without cap; ratings, 10 amp. at 250 volts 
15 amp. at 125 volts. Eagle Electric Mfg. 
Co., Inc., Brooklyn, N. Y. 







Model ‘'2000" 


portable appliance 

voltmeter ranges 150 and 300; direct watt- 

meter readings, |,500 watts at 220 volts, 750 
watts at 110 volts; current rating 7.5 amp. 

oa Electrical Instrument Co., Bluffton 
hio. 


tester; 


radios, refrigerators, fractional-horsepower 
motors and household appliances under 
actual running conditions. Line voltage and 
wattage are read simultaneously; a push 
button protects the wattmeter during the 
starting period of the device under test. 


Duplex Receptacle 


''Twist-Tite'’ duplex receptacle: fits stand 
ard duplex plates. ‘'No. 9200" Arrow- 
Hart & Hegeman Electric Co., Hartford 
Conn. 


To its line of wiring devices this company 
adds a duplex receptacle that takes any 
standard parallel-blade cap and holds it 
from pulling out accidentally. After the 
cap is inserted, a slight twist to the right 
locks it in. Inserted without twisting, the 
cap pulls out as from any receptacle. 


Glow Lamp Receptacle 


By recessing this glow-lamp receptacle, 
so that the exposed portion of the lamp 
has the appearance of a lens, added pro- 
tection is provided around the greatest 
circumference of the lamp, an aid to 
reduced lamp breakage. In addition, the 
optical deception is said to be of par- 
ticular value in plants where theft of 
lamps is encountered. Since the light 
emanates from the top of the electrodes 
in most neon or argon glow lamps, the 
effective illumination is not reduced, it is 
claimed. 





Jack | : P 
Michon Electrode Holder Co., Detroit, This larger cord connector features an 


all-rubber body; it has a 1-in. cord hole to Kirkland” recessed-lamp receptacle (top); 

permit its use with heavier cable of the type a eae te a 
. . r ! - } ! ) r 

used with portable lights, saws, floor scrap- 9 ee eee as 


” é use with '4- to 3-watt glow lamps. H. R. 
ers, pumps and motor-driven machines. Kirkland Co., Morristown, N. J. 








New design of eye protection device 
‘onsists of a light, adjustable transparent 
shield that will not ignite spontaneouly, 
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Lets $910,000 Contracts 
for Buchanan Dam Plant 


Lower Colorado River Authority, 
Austin, Tex., has awarded contracts 
for equipment for the hydro-electric 
generating plant at Buchanan Dam. 
General Electric Co. was given the con- 
tract for generating units and acces- 
sories at $483,000, and for switchgear, 
switchboards and contro] apparatus, at 
$77,527. 

Baldwin - Southwark Corp. was 
awarded the contract for hydraulic tur- 
bines and governors at $313,900 and 
the contract for steel towers for switch- 
yard structure at station went to the 
Muskogee Iron Works, Muskogee, 
Okla., at $9,937. The contract for con- 
ductor for transmission line No. 4 was 
let to the Aluminum Co. of America 


at $25,715. 


Seeks Permit to Export 
Electricity to Mexico 


San Diego Consolidated Gas & Elec- 
tric Co. has applied to the Federal 
Power Commission for authorization to 
export electric energy to Mexico to 
supply certain wholesale customers in 
the town of Tecate. 

Among the company’s wholesale cus- 
tomers, the petition states. are M. P. 
Barbachano and the Border Telephone 
& Light Co., a Mexican corporation. 
Electric energy is now being sold to 
them under an authorization granted 
by the commission in 1938. The San 
Diego company requests the commis- 
sion to authorize the export of electric 
energy to the increased amount esti- 
mated under the terms and conditions 
of a proposed new contract with its 
Mexican customers. 


Servel Production Rises 


Following the seasonal trend, pro- 
duction at Servel, Inc., Evansville, Ind., 
has increased 15 to 20 per cent in the 
last month, necessitating full-time 
operation, with some departments 
working overtime. If business con- 
tinues, further expansion in schedules 
will be necessary, according to W. E. 
Baker, vice-president in charge of pro- 
duction. He declared spring business 
had exceeded expectations. 


Cable for Mauretania 


For the electrical equipment of the 
Mauretania, W. T. Henley’s Tele- 
graph Works Co., Ltd., London, Eng- 
land, supplied more than 400,000 
yards of cables and considerable quan- 
tities of flexible cords. 
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Sales Opportunities 


SaLeM, On1o—Ohio Edison Company, 
Springfield, Ohio, plans extensions and 
improvements in steam-electric power plant 
at Salem, including construction of new 
addition and installation of equipment. 
Portion of present station will be remod- 


eled. 


Bancrort, lowa—City Council, Leo M. 
Saunders, city clerk, receives bids until 
June 20 for municipal electric light and 
power plant, including equipment installa- 
tion. Also for electrical distributing lines. 
Cost about $100,000. A. S. Harrington, 
Baum Building, Omaha, Neb., is consulting 
engineer. 


Paris Istanp, S. C.—Bureau of Yards 
and Docks, Navy Department, Washington, 
D. C., will have plans prepared soon for 
new utility and equipment buildings at 
Paris Island, including garage and main- 
tenance shop to cost $130,000, storehouses 
and equipment structures to cost about 
$600,000, aviation field buildings to cost 
$120,000 and other structures, with instal- 
lation of motors and controls, conveyors, 
electric hoists and other equipment. Ap- 
propriation of about $3,000,000 is being 
secured for entire project. 


JEFFERSON City, Mo.—State Building 
Commission. Merchants’ Bank Building, 
Jefferson City, Edgar M. Egan, secretary, 
Bi-Partisan Advisory Board, will ask bids 
soon for new 2,300-volt primary line from 
Penitentiary to new Auxiliary Prison, about 
7 miles. Bids recently received have been 
rejected. Charles A. Haskins, Finance 
Building, Kansas City, Mo., is consulting 
engineer. 


Denison, Tex.—Chief of Engineers, 
United States Army, Washington, D. C.., 
has approved final design and authorized 
detailed plans for power dam on Red 
River, vicinity of Denison, for hydro-elec- 
tric power development and flood control, 
to consist of dam 165 feet high, with gen- 
erating station to develop a total capacity 
of 132,000 kw., divided into four hydro- 
electric generating units, each with capac- 
ity of 33,000 kw. Project will include a 
transmission line with power substation, 
switching station and auxiliary structures. 
Entire project is estimated to cost close 
to $50,800,000. Proposed to ask bids on 
initial work in near future and_ begin 
construction in fall. Capt. Lucius D. Clay, 
Denison, is district engineer. 


Nortu Battimore, On10—Village Coun- 
cil has plans maturing for new. municipal 
electric power plant. Also for ornamental 
street-lighting system on part of Main 
Street in downtown district. Cost close to 
$195,000. C. J. Simon, Van Wert, Ohio, is 


consulting engineer. 


Jersey Crry, N. J.—Continental Can 
Company. 100 East Forty-second Street, 
New York, N. Y., plans installation of mo- 
tors and controls, conveyors, electric hoists, 
loaders and other equipment in new five- 
story and basement plant, 200 x 400 feet, 
on Monmouth Street, Jersey City. Pro- 


posed to begin work in June. Cost over 
$800,000. 


TempLe, Tex.—City Council has plans 
under way for new municipal electric 
power plant. Also for new street-lighting 
system in different parts of municipality 
and electrical distribution lines. Cost esti- 
mated about $850,000. Proposed to ar- 
range a bond issue in that amount. 
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CLEVELAND, On10—Cleveland Electric I]- 
luminating Company has filed plans for 
new indoor power substation, about 35 x 64 
feet, at Payne Avenue and East 21st Street, 
reported to cost about $100,000, with trans- 
formers, switchgear and accessory equip- 
ment. Work is scheduled to begin at once. 
Contract for building erection was let re- 
cently to Hunkin-Conkey Construction 
Company, Cleveland. 


New Hampton, Iowa—City Council is 
considering extensions and improvements 
in municipal electric power plant, includ- 
ing installation of new 750-kw. engine- 
generator unit, cooling tower, switchboard 
and switching equipment and _ auxiliary 
equipment. Cost estimated close to $200,- 
000. Ralph D. Thomas & Associates, 1200 
Second Avenue South, Minneapolis, Minn., 
are consulting engineers. 


Los ANGELES, CaLiF.—Ducommun Metals 
& Supply Company, 219 Central Avenue, 
plans installation of motors and controls, 
conveyors, electric hoists, electric cranes, 
loaders and other equipment in new one- 
story plant, 290 x 600 feet, with extension, 
20 x 400 feet, on six-acre tract of land at 
Alameda and 49th Street, Vernon. Cost 
estimated close to $300,000. Albert C. 
Martin, Higgins Building, Los Angeles, is 
architect. 


SHELBY, On10—City Council has author- 
ized immediate call for bids for extensions 
and improvements in municipal electric 
power plant, including installation of new 
equipment. Froehlich & Emery Engineer- 
ing Company, Second National Bank Build- 
ing, Toledo, Ohio, is consulting engineer. 


Battimore, Mp.—Rustless Iron & Steel 
Corporation, 3400 East Chase Street, plans 
installation of heavy-duty motors and con- 
trols, switchgear, regulators, conveyors, 
transformers and_ accessories, electric 
hoists and other equipment in new addi- 
tion to mill, comprising several one-story 
units for large increase in present capacity. 
Cost estimated close to $900,000. 


Park Fats, Wis.—Kaiser Lumber Com- 
pany, Park Falls, plans early construction 
of a hydroelectric power plant on fork of 
White River, near Park Falls, with power 
output to be used for mill service. 


York, Nes.—York County Rural Public 
Power District, York, has made applica- 
tion for permission to construct primary 
and secondary lines in parts of York and 
Seward Counties for rural electrification, 
totaling about 235 miles, with outdoor 
power substations and service facilities. 
Cost estimated close to $240,000. 


INDIANAPOLIS, IND.—Allison Engineering 
Corporation, Speedway City, Indianapolis, 
is having plans prepared by Austin Com- 
pany, 16112 Euclid Avenue, Cleveland, 
Ohio, engineer and contractor, for pro 
posed additions to airplane engine-manu- 
facturing plant, with installation to I 
clude motors and controls, switchgear, 
transformers and accessories, conveyors, 
electric hoists, electric cranes and -_ 
equipment. Bids will be asked soon an 
orders placed for machinery and equip 
ment. Cost estimated close to $5,000,000, 
instead of a smaller sum previously noted 
in these columns. Lloyd Allen, Architects 
and Builders’ Building, Indianapolis, is 
supervising engineer. Company is 2 “U» 
sidiary of General Motors Corporation, 
Detroit, Mich. 
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